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Course Introduction:
The course is an introduction to the basic principles, procedures, and techniques of television production. This course is structured to provide students with the knowledge and skills of television production through exposure to the theory and practical aspects of video production, including composition and editing techniques, camera operation, portable lighting, video recorder operation, audio control in the single and double-sound systems, film stock and digital video formats and editing. The course covers the fundamentals of producing, scripting, directing, and editing for television. The course will develop technical and aesthetic abilities in order to produce TV Shows. 
Learning Outcomes:

At the end of this course students will be able to:
· Understand the dynamics of the production processes in a TV show whether it is produced single-camera or multi-camera.

· Operate the basic functions of a video camera.
· Practice basic audio and lighting techniques.
· Execute basic camera shots using appropriate composition methods.

· Critically understand the theory and current practices of video production.
· Demonstrate familiarity in video field production.
· Demonstrate competence in video editing.
Teaching & Learning Methods:

Lecture; Self Directed Learning, Student Projects, and Field Activities.
Equipment Responsibility
When you check out equipment you are legally responsible for that equipment until you turn it back in. Considering the cost of this equipment, you will not want to loan it to a fellow classmate or leave it in a place that has questionable security. (The latter might even include your dorm, apartment, or car.) If you have your own equipment, you are invited to use it. With large classes this will save you problems in checking out equipment.
Technical Problems
Problems with video and audio equipment are a fact of life in any broadcast or video production facility. If you encounter a significant technical problem in completing your assignment, you will need to indicate this by writing out a malfunction report.
Most of the problems can be discovered by doing a short audio and video check before leaving the equipment checkout area (AV Lab). This also protects you because you are responsible for equipment, this procedure will uncover problems for which you might otherwise have been held responsible.

Policy on Late Submissions 
Meeting deadlines is central to broadcasting world if you want to keep your job. Therefore, in this course, deadlines on projects and assignments will be absolute. Your grade will drop a full letter grade for late submissions! Either submit your projects and assignments early and save yourself much worry, or wait until the last minute and take a major gamble. 
Course Rules
Students are expected to acknowledge all the emails and WhatsApp messages whenever they get access to the internet. Students are expected to follow netiquettes during online course meetings and while sending emails and messages on WhatsApp. Students will share all editing project files with their final submission. Students are expected to use royalty free websites for downloading music and sound effects, in case of using a non-royalty free music, students are required to credit the original creator.

Students will be sent instructions via Moodle, Email and WhatsApp group. Group meeting will be conducted with the ones who are studying remotely to discuss students concerns. We will be using the method of Flipped Classroom. (Please see this link to know what Flipped Classrooms are; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCIxikOq73Q). 
Ethics

Although your grade does not contain an ethics component like some other courses, I require complete honesty in producing your work. Plagiarism is useless to you anyway. By having someone else do the work for you, you are missing an opportunity to immerse yourself in the television industry. You are also waiving your right to learn. If you are willing to do that, then you have to evaluate if it’s worth the aggravation and the time you invest in this course. Plagiarism, cheating and/or fabrication will not be tolerated. They are serious offenses – both in course and in media careers. 
Class Conduct:

Besides punctuality and regularity (which are inevitable) you are expected to:

Respect your classmates, your instructor and even yourself. As we will be talking about topics and issues that some people feel quite passionate about, differences of opinion are bound to arise. Disrespectful conduct will not be tolerated, and students acting inappropriately will be asked to leave. Avoid side conversations during lecture or video/audio. Students will not be allowed to use their mobile phones during the lecture. 
Course Outline
	Weeks
	Course
	Activities & Reading Material

	1st Week
	Introduction to the course, syllabus and work plan.

Introduction to TV/Film Production
Definition, Genres and Functions of TV Production
  
	Brainstorming Sessions 
Students will produce ideas in spontaneous conversations about various genres and functions.

Discuss the social, political, economic perspectives using TV as a medium of expression.

	2nd Week
	Defining Video Production and its Phases  
Discussion on the roles of crew in TV Production
–          Producer

–          Director

–          Script Writer

–          Director of Photography

–          Production Manager

–          Cast

–          Lighting Director

–          Production and Set Designer

–          Costume Designer

–          Sound Director

–          Make-up Artist

–          Production Assistants

–          Music Director

–          Composer

–          Editor
	Activity: Students will be asked to select TV content for the value of the aspects discussed and explain it to the class. 

	3rd Week
	Pre-Production: Research to Scripting to Story boarding etc. 

	Activity: Students will be practicing each pre-production element either individually or in groups.

	4th  Week
	Production: Introducing Equipment involved in TV Production: Lights and Camera
Camera shots, angle, movement, and composition:
· Shots: establishing shot, master shot, close-up, mid-shot, long shot, wide shot, two-shot, aerial shot, point-of-view shot, over-the-shoulder shot, and variations of these angle: high angle, low angle, canted angle
· Movement: pan, tilt, track, dolly, crane, Steadicam, hand-held, zoom, reverse zoom
· Composition: framing, rule of thirds, depth of field – deep and shallow focus, focus pulls.

	Field Activity: Basic Camera Shots will be Practiced and students will produce mini projects in groups.

	5th Week


	Lighting Techniques: 

Three-Point/Special Lighting Effects 


	Field Assignment: Scenes will be shot showing a particular lighting effect and camera angle. 

	6th Week
	Sound and Audio in TV/Video Production:

· Diegetic and non-diegetic sound, synchronous/asynchronous sound, sound effects, sound motif, sound bridge, dialogue, voiceover, mode of address/direct address, sound mixing, sound perspective
· Soundtrack: score, incidental music, themes and stings, ambient sound.


	Activity: Analyze the Importance of Sound in Production.


	7th Week


	Mise-en-scène:

· Production design: location, studio, set design, costume and make-up, properties lighting, colour design.
Textual Analysis of Video Production.


	Activity: Students will be shown a film for textual analysis for extracting meanings.

	8th Week
	Post-Production: This includes transition of image and sound – continuity and non-continuity systems.
· Cutting: shot/reverse shot, eyeline match, graphic match, action match, jump cut, crosscutting, parallel editing, cutaway, insert
· Other transitions: dissolve, fade-in, fade-out, wipe, superimposition, long take, short take, slow motion, ellipsis and expansion of time and post-production.

	Students will learn and practice the basics of editing software. 

	9th Week to 14th Week
	Getting Started with the practical side of the course.

From now on, the students will practice all the learnt concepts and produce multiple projects.

	The details of the projects are given separately at the end of the outline. 




Project 1 – 60 second video 

Produce and shoot a 60 second continuous video. This first project will help us start thinking about creating a story with one single shot and with single camera. Student’s will brainstorm a storyboard and shoot a 60 second continuous video. 

Project 2 – Instructional video 
Students will work in groups to create a 3:30 minute instructional video to present to the class. Each group will choose a topic they feel comfortable sharing with the class. The objective of the video will be to use different camera angles to enhance the overall message of the video. Text and audio tracks will also be used to create the final piece. 
Project 3 – Mood piece 

Through subjective video techniques, establish a basic mood (tranquility, anxiety, reverence, anger, patriotism, or whatever) through your selection of subject matter and the use of camera angles and lighting techniques. Communicate this basically subjective feeling or concept. You may use ambient sound, prerecorded music, or a combination of both.

Project 4 – Silent film 

Students will create a 3-4 minute silent film. Students will work in groups to complete the project. The objective is to utilize music, various camera angles and performances to tell the story.

Project 5 – Music Video 

Students will need to plan a storyline to go along with their appropriate song of choice (due credits will be given to the original creator of the song). This project allows students to explore their own creativity through camera shots and various editing techniques.
Project 6 – Drama/Movie Trailer 

The movie trailer project gives the students a chance to express a bit more creativity in their storyboards. The project will be 1:30-2:00 minutes. The students will need to use a compilation of shots to create emotion from a short piece. Music will also be crucial to the success of the process. This project will also require more attention to audio details such as audio tracking and music used simultaneously. This project will require all the elements of video production we would have discussed in the class.

Project 7 –Interviewing, sit-down and field 

This project will familiarize students with the art of interviewing and different ways to shoot the interview. This project is two-part. One interview will consist of a sit-down, talk show style interview, while the other will be a field interview. Students will choose subjects based on a storyboard. There must be a story to tell, rather than interviewing friends.

Project 8 – PSA 

This is an opportunity for you to call attention to a topic you think is important. You can choose a 30 or 60-second spot. Condensing an idea into such a small amount of time is a big part of the project. A storyline MUST be completed before shooting, including a script if you choose to include an audio track. All information must be accurate and cited appropriately.
*The projects are subject to change based on progression of the class.

Course Evaluation:

Grading will be based on active class participation and completion of ALL assignments in and out of class. Your final grade for this course will be based on:

Activities and Assignments:

30%    



Participation:
 

    
20%



Projects:
 
                
50%



Total:



    
100
The grading system for the course is as follows:

	Grades
	Quality Points
	Numerical Value
	Meaning

	A
	4.00
	93 – 100 
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90 – 92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87 – 89 
	

	B
	3.00
	83 – 86 
	Good

	B-
	2.70
	80 – 82 
	

	C+
	2.30
	77 – 79 
	

	C
	2.00
	73 – 76 
	Satisfactory

	C-
	1.70
	70 – 72    
	

	D+
	1.30
	67 – 69
	

	D
	1.00
	60 – 66 
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Failing


Text Books/Course Material: 

(We will be using the following books as a primary text. However, Instructor will also provide additional handouts throughout the course).

· An Introduction to Television Studies by Jonathan Bignell

· Videojournalism: Multimedia Storytelling by Kenneth Kobre ISBN-13: 978-0240814650
· Cinematography Techniques: The Different Types of Shots in Film By Timothy Heiderich https://www.oma.on.ca/en/contestpages/resources/free-report-cinematography.pdf
· Grammar of the Shot 2nd Edition by Roy Thompson Christopher J. Bowen http://adaptation391w.qwriting.qc.cuny.edu/files/2012/08/Shot-Terminology-Reduced.pdf
Camera Shot Sizes 
· http://learnaboutfilm.com/film-language/picture/shotsize/
· http://home.nwoca.org/Academy/VideoAcademy/Docs/BasicShotTypes.pdf
