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MCOM 301 – Media Systems




	Course Information

Term: Spring 2021 

Course Title:  Media Systems
Course Code:  MCOM 301
Credit Hours:  3
Section: C
Pre-req: MCOM 201
Schedule: T/R 2 – 3:15 pm (E-139)
	Instructor Information   

Name:   Mehwish Batool

E-mail:	mehwishbatool@fccollege.edu.pk

Office Information: Office # 117, Faculty Block

Office Hours: T/R- 12:30 – 2 pm

In case you need to see me outside these office hours, please take appointment via email 




Course Introduction: 


This course will focus at the interplay of power within the media and the political system (government). The course is designed to familiarize learners with legal framework of Pakistan’s media industry. We will also discuss ethical challenges that journalists face and the internal and external threats within which media operates in Pakistan. After taking this course, learners will be able to practice ethical decision making in a variety of media-related contexts.
Learning Goals:

At the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Familiarize themselves with recent issues and challenges faced by media persons in Pakistan
· Understand media regulation and familiarize themselves with media related laws that are implemented in Pakistan
· Identify various ethical practices that media practitioners should follow 
· Develop the ability to critically analyze media messages 
Learning Approach:

We will follow blended mode of learning in this course where on-campus students will study in the class, while online students will join the classes via Zoom. Course content has been divided into different modules. Course content will be uploaded on Moodle. 

A few graded activities will be organized simultaneously for in-class and online students while some activities will be re-arranged when they join the classes on campus. In any way, both on-campus and off-campus students will participate in an equal number of activities/assignments. One-on-one sessions will be arranged for students who need further help.
Course Delivery:


All the course material (announcements, videos, presentations, notes, readings) will be delivered using:

· Moodle 
· Email/Google drive 

2- Student queries will be facilitated through:

· Email 
· In class sessions 
· Office hours: On campus students can walk-in during office hours. Online students need to take an appointment via email. I will schedule a Zoom meeting with them. 


Syllabus

	
[bookmark: _Hlk54591854]Module 1

Freedom of speech and information:
Understanding press freedom, restrictions on media, social responsibility and citizens’ right to know 


	
[bookmark: _Module_1]The foundation of media system in any country is found on the right of Freedom of Expression and how to exercise this right with social responsibility. In this module, we will understand the concept of Freedom as defined in the UN and the Constitution of Pakistan. We will also explore the concept of Freedom of Information or Right to Information (RTI) which is based on the principle that information belongs to citizens and they should have access to information from their government. This module will highlight the RTI laws implemented in Pakistan.
	
Units of Study:
· Concept of Freedom of expression & speech
· Concept of freedom in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the UN
· Article 19 of the Constitution of Pakistan
· Restrictions to the Freedom of speech in Pakistan
· Media’s response to the curb on press freedom 
· Overview of press freedom in Pakistan with special focus on current regime
· Article 19 (A) and access to information
· RTI Act: Importance, implementation and limitations
· How journalists can benefit from RTI

This is a foundational module for this course. Links to relevant articles and reports will be provided  

Activities:

· Know thy restrictions: 
Students will express their views (in writing) about restrictions identified in Article 19. They will be then be divided into small groups where they will discuss and present their case to the class. Each group will then present a specific restriction and come up with relevant examples and points of dissent. 


· The Public wants to know:
Students will identify public organizations and check their website for proactive disclosure of information. They will then share their findings in the class and online discussion board.


	Module 2

Scholarly & historical perspective on Media Systems 


	In this module, we will discuss media systems as a set of media institutions and practices that interact with and shape one another. We will look at the scholarly perspective first and then discuss media chronology in Pakistan in order to understand how media has evolved within and been influenced by political and cultural contexts.

Units of Study:
· Four Theories of the Press
· Herman and Chomsky's five filters of media (Propaganda Model)
· Understanding mass media and its messages
· Media Convergence  
· Media in Pakistan: A historical perspective
· The “now” and “future” of media


Activities:

· 5 filters in Pakistan’s media: 
Students will evaluate the current state of Pakistan’s media with the identification of the filters presented by Naom Chomsky. They will then present their findings to the class. 

· Probing the state-media relationship: 
Students will analyze the state-media relationship during different regimes and create a collaborative timeline. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk54591869]Module 3

Media in Pakistan: Regulation and Ethical Concerns  


	
[bookmark: _Module_2]
Media in Pakistan is booming but quantity doesn’t ensure quality. We often see lack of ethics in our news and entertainment channels. In this module, we will investigate these ethical concerns. We will explore the regulatory framework of Pakistan’s electronic media and identify its pros and cons.

Units of Study:

· Ethical issues in Pakistan media
· Regulatory framework for Electronic Media (PEMRA) 
· PEMRA’s code of conduct for News 
· PEMRA’s code of conduct for entertainment programs
· PEMRA’s code of conduct for advertisement 

Activities:

· Responding to TV content: 
· Students will assume the watchdog role and develop a pool of content that they find unethical. This will be followed by a class discussion

Mid-term Exam (Syllabus Module 1, 2, 3)



	Module 4

Regulating the Internet: Policies and ethical concerns 



	
In this module, we will cover the regulations and issues related to the internet and understand ethical obligations of netizens. The growing influence of the state on social media, relevant legislation and its pros and cons will be discussed in the context of:


· Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act 2016
· Removal and Blocking of Unlawful Online Content (Procedure, Oversight and Safeguards) Rules 2020


Activities:


· Code of Conduct for student’s online presence:
Students will discuss online privacy, cyber-harassment and related concepts and develop a code of conduct for themselves, especially in the context of online learning
 
· Countering Hate Speech:
Students will identify pages/accounts relevant to hate speech and report them. There will be a class discussion on how to counter online hate speech.




	Module 5

Understanding Defamation, contempt, copyright & Right to Privacy 


	The Constitution of Pakistan guarantees dignity of common citizens through Defamation laws and protects the dignity of judiciary through Contempt of Court laws. Journalists must understand these laws. At the same time, it is important for media persons to understand and follow copyright and intellectual property rights. Invasion of privacy is another debatable topic in media circles. These concepts and relevant legislation will be discussed in this module. 

Units of Study: 

· What is Defamation (Libel & Slander)

· Defamation Ordinance 2002 Pakistan

· Article 204/ Contempt of Court Ordinance 

· Copyright laws and issues in Pakistan

· Invasion of privacy 



Activities:
· Media Moot Court: 
Following a moot court style, students will be given situations (both real cases and made-up statements). They will identify and categorize the offence and present defenses. 
· Privacy in the Age of Surveillance:
Students will read the Data Protection Bill and discuss it in context of privacy and surveillance.


	Module 6

MIL: Identifying information disorder and combatting fake news


	This module is specifically added to combat fake news during a crisis such as Corona virus pandemic. Using case studies and examples of the current crisis, the concepts of misinformation, disinformation and misinformation will be discussed.

Units of Study: 
· Types of Information disorders 
· Who spreads fake news?
· How to identify fake news (tools & techniques)
· Covid-19: How the world responded to coronavirus hoaxes and fake news  

Activities:

· Debunk the myths: Students will bring WhatsApp forward, research the facts and debunk the myths around covid-19 

Final Exam (Syllabus Module 4,5,6)



[bookmark: _Module_3]


Recommended Books
1 A comparative analysis of Media and Media laws in Pakistan by Yasmeen Aftab Ali
2 Pakistani Media Law (A Comparative Study)
3 Media and mass communication laws in Pakistan by Jawad Hassan
4 Press In Chains by Zamir Niazi

Copies of the relevant articles and notes will be given by the instructor. 

Notes: 

· Be advised that this syllabus is subject to change – and will probably change – according to any change in the academic semester and class progress

· There might be a seminar or guest speaker session. Attending such sessions will be mandatory for all students. Announcements for such sessions will be made during the class and via emails. 

Grading Criteria: 

	Graded Activities/Discussion boards*
	30 %

	Mid-term exam
	30%

	Final exam
	30 %

	Attendance **
	10%

	Total
	100



*All the activities/class discussion etc. will be graded. Active participation is required. 
** Students with low attendance will NOT be given any makeup assignment. Both online and on-campus students must meet attendance criteria.

· Grading Legend:

	Grades
	Quality Pts
	Numerical Value
	Meanings

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	Good

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	Satisfactory

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Fail





Course Policies & Procedures
1. Attendance & timeliness 

· Students are expected to be in the class in a timely manner and attend at least 60% of the classes during the semester. This includes all the in-class and online sessions 
· Students coming late in will not be allowed to sit the class.
· Students with short attendance will be warned via email and will be subsequently asked to withdraw the course if they fail to meet the attendance requirement at any point during the semester. 
· Leave applications must be submitted in advance. If a student misses a class because of an emergency, s/he must submit a written application within 24 hrs otherwise the leave won’t be accepted. 
· Attendance is 10 percent of total grade, no credit will be given below 60% 


2. Code of Conduct
· Cell phones must be put on silent otherwise phones will be confiscated or penalty will be given
· Students should leave the classroom without instructor’s permission
· Students are expected to treat the instructor and their class fellows with utmost respect
· Healthy discussion/debate is welcomed rather encouraged in this course. However, students are advised to refrain from using foul language or getting into heated arguments

3. Assessments 

· All the activities should be submitted on time & final project/presentation should be delivered on the scheduled date. No work would be accepted after the deadline. 
· No retake will be allowed for any course activity (quiz, presentations, activities) 
· Students will be provided a chance to review the assessments. However, grading should be considered final unless there is some miscalculation on part of the instructor. 
· The grading criteria/assessments may be relaxed for students who may have genuine issues (e.g. unavailability of equipment, internet connectivity issue etc.). This will be dealt on case-to-case basis and the instructor will guide those students on how to successfully complete the entire course work within a stipulated time.  

4. Adherence to Academic Integrity Policy 

[bookmark: _5._Online_Classroom]It is expected from all the students to abide by University’s Academic Integrity policy throughout the semester. In case of any violation, the case will be reported to academic integrity committee. Links of the relevant policies are mentioned below:

· Academic integrity: Please see here.
· Plagiarism Policy: Please see here.
· Sexual Harassment Policy: Please see here.
· Anti-Corruption Policy: Please see here. 
5. Online Classroom Etiquette for students

Appropriate classroom behavior is expected from students in a virtual classroom. Therefore, you are required to follow these guidelines:
· Log into your class or meeting in a timely manner 
· Join the meeting using your real name as mentioned in university's records (nicknames and device names are not allowed)
· Make sure that you are attending the class from a distraction-free and quiet environment
· Please keep your audio on mute until you want to speak
· Keep your video on. In case of connectivity issue, you may be asked to hide the video. During class activities however, you will be required to appear on camera. 
· Close unneeded applications on your computer to optimize the video quality
· Consider using a headset with an external mic for best audio quality
· If you would like to speak or answer a question, use the “Raise Hand” feature. Then unmute yourself after you are called on by your teacher. 
· If you would like to use the chat box, remember that it is public, and a record of the chat is kept and archived
· Please do not use profanity or inappropriate language.
· Don’t mark your attendance (writing your names in the chat box) unless the instructor asks you to do so. 
· Remember to “leave the meeting” when the session is finished.
· [bookmark: _Module_4]In case of any bad behavior, the instructor reserves the rights to warn and remove any students from the online session. 
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