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MCOM 308 – Online Journalism




	Course Information

Course Title:  Online Journalism
Course Code:  MCOM 308
Credit Hours:  3
Pre-req: MCOM 301 & students majoring in Mass Communication

Section A: 11 – 11:50 am M/W/F (E-241)

	Instructor Information   

Name:   Mehwish Batool

E-mail:	mehwishbatool@fccollege.edu.pk

Office Information: Office # 117, Faculty Block

Office Hours: T/R- 12:30 – 2 pm

In case you need to see me outside the office hours, please take appointment via email 













Course Introduction: 

The field of journalism has drastically changed ever since the emergence of Internet in 1990s. Newsrooms of today make full use of digital tools to gather, write and present news. The ways in which news is disseminated by media and consumed by users have also changed with the proliferation of websites, mobile apps and social networks. Web desks have become a staple in newsrooms and terminologies such as online journalism, digital journalism, multimedia journalism, computer-assisted reporting are being used extensively among journalists and academia. 

This course is being introduced to equip students with the knowledge and skills of digital media. They will learn to write, produce and market content for digital platforms. They will also develop the understanding of various ethical issues that digital journalists face. 

Learning Goals:

At the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Familiarize with the Pakistan’s digital journalism landscape 
· Learn techniques for creating visual content for online audiences
· Develop skills related to reporting and editing methods for online platforms
· Build a portfolio of multimedia stories and build their own professional journalistic brand
Course Delivery:

1- All the course material (announcements, videos, presentations, notes, readings) will be delivered using:

· Moodle (reading material, presentation, notes, recordings)
· Email (For announcements)

The assignments etc. has be submitted via Moodle or Google Drive. 


2- Student queries will be facilitated through:

· In class sessions 
· Moodle chat feature
· Email (mehwishbatool@fccollege.edu.pk) 
· Office hours: On campus students can walk-in during office hours (T/R 12:30-2 pm). Online students need to take an appointment via email. I will schedule a Zoom meeting with them. 


3- A Google sheet will be shared with students where marks will be updated after each assessment. This way, student will be able to check their progress in real-time.  


Projects & Grading

This is a project-based course. Students will produce: 

1- Written story with multimedia elements
2- Text video 
3- Explainer/Box video
4- Profile or feature story
5- Social Media project 

Grading Criteria: 

	Digital stories 
	60 %

	Social media project
	20%

	Discussion boards/in-class activities  
	10 %

	Attendance 
	10%

	Total
	100



· Grading Legend:

	Grades
	Quality Pts
	Numerical Value
	Meanings

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	Good

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	Satisfactory

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Fail





Syllabus

	
Module 1

Foundations of Online Journalism 



		
Units of Study:
· Digital Media evolution
· Introduction to Online Journalism
· Mainstream vs. Digital media
· Digital-first approach
· Social Media Audience, gatekeepers and news consumption
· Challenges of Online Media
· Functions of Web Desk in a newsroom
· Online Journalism in Pakistan
· Digital platforms for journalists


Activities:

· Pre-course survey 
· Class Discussions:
· Is every digital portal a news portal?
· Is it fair to monetize news?
· What is your attention span on digital?
· Filter Bubble Activity (Graded)
· Students will search the internet for different terms and compare the customized results based on their search history, location and demographics 
· State of News Media 
· Students will be given a reading on the state of news media. They will share their views in the class in groups
· Explore digital news portals: (Graded)
· Students will be assigned national and international digital portals. They will watch three videos from each portal and discuss its format in class. 


	Module 2

Digital Storytelling
 
Planning your story and writing content



		
Units of Study:
· Identifying story ideas
· Social Newsgathering, crowdsourcing, and Content Curation
· Choosing the right story format
· Finding the angle
· Script writing
· Collecting & verifying the visuals
· Interviewing
· Pitching Stories 


Activities:

· Discussions:
· Which elements made the worth reading/watching?
· Your Social Media Brand: Who do you want to be?
· Give story ideas from each news frame. 

· From mainstream to digital (Graded)
· Students will take stories from mainstream media and plan on how to convert them for digital 
· Rewrite a digital story (Graded)
· Students will be assigned digital stories. They will rewrite them to match specific formats.
· Pitch your story: (Graded)
· Students will pitch 3 stories at the end of this Module
· Submission of written story with multimedia elements


	Module 3

Production & Post-production 
 


	Units of Study:
· Video Recoding using Mobile Phones
· Shots and angles
· Lighting basics
· Useful Gadgets
· Apps that help
· Workflow
· Editing session 
· Ethical Journalism on Digital Platforms 

Activities:

· Discussions:
· Mobile-first: 
· Which elements made the worth reading/watching?
· 5 shot sequence: Students will shoot a 5 shot sequence 
· Scavenger hunt: Students will complete different tasks within 30 min 
· Scrubbing: Students will work on raw footage and take-out the necessary parts
· Submission of text overlay video and explainer



	Module 4

The Social Media Journalist

Marketing Your Content


	
Students will develop their own professional social media portfolio during this period. Beats will be assigned and they will work in groups to build up social media presence. Students will consistently engage with related social media users (RTs, replies, and @ mentions) and use hashtags associated with their beats and on stories they will work on. They will also submit the final story. At the end of this module, students will present their portfolio.

This Module constitutes 20% of the grade. 



[bookmark: _Module_3]

Imp Note: 

· Be advised that this syllabus is subject to change – and will probably change – according to class progress and university’s policy regarding on-campus classes

· Guest speaker sessions and workshops may be arranged for specific topics. These will be mandatory to attend. 




Course Policies & Procedures
1. Class Etiquette 
- Laptops and mobile devices are to be used for class purposes during our meetings – not for personal social interactions.
- In-class critiques of your classmates’ work will be constructive. Feedback should be about the work and never personal. Be respectful of each other’s effort.
- Students should not leave the classroom without instructor’s permission
- Students are expected to treat the instructor and their class fellows with utmost respect
- Healthy discussion/debate is welcomed rather encouraged in this course. However, students are advised to refrain from using foul language or getting into heated arguments

2- Attendance & timeliness 

· Students are expected to be in the class in a timely manner and attend at least 60% of the classes during the semester. This includes all the in-class and online sessions 
· Students coming late in will not be allowed to sit the class.
· Students with short attendance will be warned via email and will be subsequently asked to withdraw the course if they fail to meet the attendance requirement at any point during the semester. 
· Leave applications must be submitted in advance. If a student misses a class because of an emergency, s/he must submit a written application within 24 hrs otherwise the leave won’t be accepted. 
· Students with less than 60% attendance will not be permitted to sit in the final exam. 
· Attendance and class participation is 10 percent of total grade, no credit will be given below 60%. 

3. Assessments 

· All the activities and projects should be submitted on time & final presentation should be delivered on the scheduled date. No work would be accepted after the deadline. 
· No retake will be allowed for any course activity (assignments, quizzes, presentations, class activities) 
· Students will be provided a chance to review the assessments. However, grading should be considered final unless there is some miscalculation on part of the instructor. 
· The grading criteria/assessments may be relaxed for students who may have genuine issues (e.g. unavailability of equipment, internet connectivity issue etc.). This will be dealt on case-to-case basis and the instructor will guide those students on how to successfully complete the entire course work within a stipulated time.  


4. Adherence to Academic Integrity Policy 

It is expected from all the students to abide by University’s Academic Integrity policy throughout the semester. In case of any violation, the case will be reported to academic integrity committee. Links of the relevant policies are mentioned below:

· Academic integrity: Please see here.
· Plagiarism Policy: Please see here.
· Sexual Harassment Policy: Please see here.
· Anti-Corruption Policy: Please see here. 

[bookmark: _5._Online_Classroom]5. Online Classroom Etiquettes 
Appropriate classroom behavior is expected from students in a virtual classroom. Therefore, you are required to follow these guidelines:
· Log into your class or meeting in a timely manner 
· Join the meeting using your real name as mentioned in university's records (nicknames and device names are not allowed)
· Make sure that you are attending the class from a distraction-free and quiet environment
· Please keep your audio on mute until you want to speak
· Keep your video on. In case of connectivity issue, you may be asked to hide the video. During class activities however, you will be required to appear on camera. 
· Close unneeded applications on your computer to optimize the video quality
· Consider using a headset with an external mic for best audio quality
· If you would like to speak or answer a question, use the “Raise Hand” feature. Then unmute yourself after you are called on by your teacher. 
· If you would like to use the chat box, remember that it is public, and a record of the chat is kept and archived
· Please do not use profanity or inappropriate language.
· Don’t mark your attendance (writing your names in the chat box) unless the instructor asks you to do so. 
· Remember to “leave the meeting” when the session is finished.
· [bookmark: _Module_4]In case of any bad behavior, the instructor reserves the rights to warn and remove any students from the online session. 
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