Research Methods in Psychology (PSYC 305)
Spring 2021 ( Online Teaching)
Instructor Information 

Instructor’s Name: Aisha Ateeq (Assistant Professor of Psychology)    
Email: aishaateeq@fccollege.edu.pk           Cel #:

Course Information:

Crédits: 3

Prerequisite: PSYC 220.
Section:  A                   Class days and timings: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 1400 hours hours (Classes to be held through Zoom.  Reminders sent through Moodle, email and/or WhatsApp). Please make WhatsApp group (CR).
Recommended books:
· Rosnow R. L. & Rosenthal R. (2013). Beginning Behavioral Research: A conceptual Primer. (7th ed.). New Jersey: Pearson Education Ltd. 

· Pallant, J. (2005). SPSS Survival Manual: a step by step guide to data analysis using SPSS version 12. (2nd ed.). United Kingdom: McGraw Hill, Open University Press.   (or its latest edition).
· Howitt, D., & Cramer, D. (2011).Introduction to research methods in psychology (3rd ed.). London : Pearson. 
Other Reading Material: Electronic versions (Pdfs) of the books and other handouts/related material will be provided by the instructor and most of the stuff already uploaded on Moodle and/or sent through email.
Course Overview:  This course provides basic understanding of research methodology. History of scientific approach, basic elements, methods, design and structure of research with emphasis on data collection, analysis  and interpretation. Also focusing on writing reports and ethics of social science research. A small research proposal will be required individually.
Learning Outcomes: 
At the end of this course you are expected to:
· develop an understanding and a scientific attitude towards psychological research.
· understand the goals and assumptions of research
· demonstrate awareness about the ethical guidelines of psychological research
· understand and differentiate between basic research methods in psychology 
· identify and list the strengths and weaknesses of different research  designs
· apply critical thinking to the use and misuse of psychological methods.

· propose a psychological research study in APA format which will include a proposed title, running head etc., literature review relevant to selected proposed research topic, peer reviewed references, research questions/ hypotheses, operational definitions of research variables, proposed method and procedure, instruments with evidence of its reliability and validity with statistical analysis.
Lesson Plan: Please note all online class sessions will be held on Zoom and material uploaded on Moodle /sent through email.
Course Content, Learning Material & Activities Schedule 
	Wk 
	Topic/ Title 
	Teaching-Learning Activities
	Assessment

	
	
	In-Person
	Online
	Off-campus and offline
	

	1
	
	Introduction of the course RM

Characteristics

 Background… other methods


	Introduction of the course RM

Characteristics

 Background… other methods


	Reading materials, hands out and discussion blogs will be uploaded on MOODlE
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	Research /Scientific Methods
	Research Scientific Methods
	PPT, hands out, related articles, and web links will be uploaded on MOODLE 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Ch 3
	Ethical considerations in Research


	Ethical considerations in Research


	PPT, hands out, related articles and web links will be uploaded on MOODLE , 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Ch 4
	Research Methods ( Observational , self report measures, experimental, rating scales)


	Research Methods (Observational, self report measures, experimental, rating scales


	PPT, hands out, related articles and web links will be uploaded on MOODLE 
	

	
	
	Hypotheses

Research, Null, Directional Non-Directional, 
	Hypotheses

Research, Null, Directional Non-Directional 
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links  will be uploaded on MOODLE
	

	6
	
	Research Designs (longitudinal, cross sectional, ABA)


	Research Designs (longitudinal, cross sectional, ABA)


	PPT, hands out related articles and web links  will be uploaded on MOODLE
	Topic submissions and approval

	7
	
	Research proposal Development
	Research proposal Development
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links for sample synopsis will be uploaded on MOODLE
	Quiz 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	Sampling techniques

Probability and Nonprobability Techniques
	Sampling techniques

Probability and Nonprobability Techniques
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links will be uploaded on MOODLE
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                       MIDTERMS Assignment 
	Proposal Submission

	
	
	

	
	
	Research Report Writing 
	Research Report Writing
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links will be uploaded on MOODLE
	
	

	10
	
	Thesis writing styles, Article writing styles (empirical, Review)
	Thesis writing styles, Article writing styles (empirical, Review)
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links will be uploaded on MOODLE
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	APA style of writing and its importance
	APA style of Writing and its importance 
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links  will be uploaded on MOODLE
	PPT for synopsis/proposal
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	Data Analysis and SPSS output interpretation (Descriptive statistics)
	Data Analysis and SPSS output interpretation
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links for social experiments will be uploaded on MOODLE
	Group Presentation 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	Interpretation of SPSS data output (inferential Statistics) 
	Interpretation of SPSS data output interpretation (inferential Statistics) 
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links  will be uploaded on MOODLE
	Group Presentation 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	Introduction of Qualitative Research 
	Introduction of Qualitative Research 
	PPT, hands out related articles and web links  will be uploaded on MOODLE
	Final project distribution 
	

	
	Revi-
sion
	Revision
	Revision 
	
	
	

	15
	CULMINATING PROJECT 
	
	


Course Evaluation:  

Your final grade for this course will be compiled as explained in the table given below: 

	Grading Areas
	%age                     

	Class Participation & attendance
	             10% 

	Research Proposal {pair/group work…submissions individual}
	             25%

	PPT/Poster presentation  
	             10%

	Quiz
	             20%

	Research Project (pair/group)
	            35%

	Total
	            100 %


The grading system for the course is as follows:

Grades             Quality Points
             Numerical Value              Meaning

A
         4.00                               93-100                                     Superior

A-
         3.70                               90-92

B+
         3.30                               87-89

B
         3.00                               83-86                                       Good

B-
         2.70                               80-82

C+
         2.30                               77-79

C
         2.00                               73-76                                       Satisfactory

C-                          1.70                               70-72 



D+
         1.30                               67-69



D
         1.00                               60-66                                         





F                            0.00                              59 or below                                                                           

Course Policies and Requirements: 

1. Classroom Conduct and Behavior: Please be courteous (e.g. avoid sleeping, reading, sending and receiving SMS, completing assignments not pertaining to this class and idle “side talking”) as it disrupts the online class sessions. Please try to participate in discussions as explained in the 1st online class. You are expected to be present and attend the whole class session. If you have internet issues material will be sent to you but it is your responsibility to catch u with what you have missed. Please feel free to contact the instructor if you feel stuck or you have any problems well in time.  Your presence and participation in online sessions will be accounted towards your attendance and participation
3. Class Sessions: Each session will be very interactive and whatever is being discussed in online sessions  will be aligned to the course and will be intentional. In order for you to get the most out of your time with me, you must listen carefully and participate in class. As a result students are encouraged to do readings as instructed and are strongly encouraged to attend each class. Should you miss a class it is the students’ responsibility to make sure they catch up on all handouts and material. There will be small activities based on the discussion at the end. Which will be assigned after every topic that is covered and you will be given enough time to complete it.  NOTE: I would appreciate if you keep your video online during class session, however if u feel uncomfortable please display your recent selfie so I may relate to you.
4. Quiz/ Assessment: There will be ONE online quiz and one open book final exam. You will be required to take the quiz on Moodle and will get enough time to attempt the quiz online. Please ensure that you do this during the time frame. If you have any concerns or queries feel free to contact the instructor well in time. There is NO makeup for the Quiz. 
5. Research Proposal and Final Research Project: 
This will be explained in detail in class by the instructor. Once your topic is approved by the instructor via email or Moodle please follow the steps and instructions laid down/ explained in handouts and class sessions.
Late work will not be entertained and will be subject to reduction in points earned.  You must ensure to submit your approved topic’s research proposal according to APA style (7th edition). Please follow instructions as given by Instructor and also uploaded on Moodle. If you have any queries or doubts, please speak to the instructor well before the submission date. The submission of research proposal is on Moodle by mid of seemster. Submission date will be announced on Moodle and in class session. Failing to submit it on time will lead to zero points.  If you are facing any problems which may lead to late submission, please talk to the instructor well before the deadline. Please not only in excruciating circumstances the extension may be given but that is entirely on Instructor’s discretion and you your overall performance during the semester. 
 Finally, somewhere around the 10th week your group will be asked to do data collection and analysis continuing the same topic as you choose to do in your research proposal. Details of the research and rubrics will be given.

6. Poster Presentation:

Students will be required to work on the research proposal topic and will be preparing a poster that they have to submit on Moodle and via email. The size of poster must not be less than A4 size paper. The students may be asked to talk about their work through Zoom meeting / or in class or perhaps through submitting video recording. Whatever will be decided by depending on the COVID 19 situation in the country and by majority of the students.
7. Academic Integrity:  Academic dishonesty and/ or plagiarism is strongly discouraged and will result in zero points (grade F) and may lead to further disciplinary action (case to be forwarded to AIC). So please ensure that your work on this course should be a representation of your own ideas and understanding. 

Cheating is when a student offers, takes, or possesses information that may aid performance on a quiz, assignment or an exam, which is not approved by the instructor. Cheating may result in disciplinary probation and will definitely receive a grade “F” zero for the assignment.

Plagiarism is a type of cheating .It refers to the use of words or ideas without acknowledgement of the author or the source. This includes information from websites, articles, books, another student's paper, etc. If you copy someone else’s words, or even paraphrase someone’s ideas without giving them credit, you are plagiarizing. You will learn the method to give credit to the author in class. 

Please Note:

· This syllabus is meant to provide you with information that will help you do well on this course.  Please read it carefully and keep it for future reference.  If you have any questions about the course or need clarification on any part of the syllabus, please ask me.  

· The instructor reserves the right to modify the procedures/ policies and course outline mentioned in this syllabus as dictated because of unforeseen circumstances. Instructor will inform the students well in advance. 

·  Stay safe!
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