FORMAN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Department of Philosophy

PHIL 221A – Logic: How to Think Clearly
Fall 2021
Mon, Wed, Fri (Room E139)
 10:00-10:50 

Instructor: Taimoor Farouk
Email: taimoorfarouk@fccollege.edu.pk
Office: Room 116, Faculty Block
Office hours: Fridays (11-1pm)


Course description 
This course will provide an introduction to the basic forms of reasoning and their linguistic expressions to enable students to think clearly and critically. By learning the methods and techniques used to evaluate arguments, the class will gain elementary knowledge of (i) logic in general and its applications in the study of arguments in everyday life, (ii) traditional theory of syllogism, and (iii) modern symbolic logic. The course has no specific prerequisites and students from departments other than philosophy are welcome to enrol. 

Course material and schedule 
The textbook for this course is Copi, Irving M., and Carl Cohen. 2005. Introduction to Logic (12th Edition). N.J.: Pearson. We will try to cover as much as possible of the following* material from it:  

	
Week
	
Topics
	
Readings

	Weeks 1 & 2
	Introduction, Basic Logical Concepts
	Chapter 1, 2.1-2.3

	Weeks 3 & 4
	Fallacies
	Chapter 5

	Weeks 5 & 6
	Categorical Propositions
	Chapter 6.1-6.5 

	Weeks 7 & 8
	Categorical Syllogisms
	Chapter 7.1, 7.2, 7.4

	Weeks 9 & 10
	Symbolic Logic
	Chapter 9

	Weeks 11 & 12
	Methods of Deduction
	Chapter 10.1-10.4, 10.6

	Weeks 13 & 14
	Quantification Theory
	Chapter 11.1-11.5



* This is a tentative schedule. Any changes made to it will be announced in class. 

Evaluation 
1. Assignments/quizzes/take-home exercises: 20%
2. Midterm exam: 30%
3. Final exam: 40%
4. Participation/attendance: 10%
Note: Each student is allowed only two absences from class for the entire semester. 
Further reading
Hurley, Patrick. 2012. A Concise Introduction to Logic. Boston, MA: Wadsworth.
Smith, Peter. 2013. An Introduction to Formal Logic. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Halbach, Volker. 2010. The Logic Manual. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 







  




