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Course description

A survey of the thought of some of the most important figures in Western philosophy from the 17th century up until our own times. In the first part of the course, we will study texts from both the so-called ‘rationalist’ and ‘empiricist’ traditions as well as their synthesis in the form of Immanuel Kant’s seminal work, The Critique of Pure Reason (1781). The second part will focus on some key 19th and 20th century thinkers, including Hegel, Kierkegaard, Heidegger and Wittgenstein, and conclude on the more recent ‘divide’ between analytic and continental styles of thinking in contemporary philosophy.    
Course material

The readings (primary and secondary) will be uploaded on Moodle. We will try to acquaint ourselves with the major works of a number of key thinkers including:  

1. Descartes (Meditations on First Philosophy)
2. Spinoza (Ethics, Part 1)
3. Leibniz (Discourse on Metaphysics and Monadology) 
4. Locke (Selections from An Essay Concerning Human Understanding) 
5. Hume (Abstract of A Treatise of Human Nature)
6. Kant (Schelling, On the History of Modern Philosophy: Kant)
7. Hegel (Preface to the Phenomenology of Spirit)
8. Schopenhauer (Selections from The World as Will and Representation)
9. Kierkegaard (Selections from Concluding Unscientific Postscript)
10.  Nietzsche (Selections from Twilight of the Idols)
11.  Wittgenstein (Selections from the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus)
12.  Heidegger (Introduction to Being and Time) 
Evaluation 
1. Attendance/participation: 10%
2. Group presentations: 20%
3. Midterm exam: 30%
4. Final exam: 40%

Note: Each student is allowed only two absences in the entire semester. For every absence over two, the student will be penalized unless a VERY good reason is provided beforehand. 

Further Reading 

1. A Short History of Modern Philosophy, 2nd ed., Roger Scruton, Routledge, London, 1995.
2. Classics of Western Philosophy (Eighth Edition) Edited by Steven M. Cahn.
3. Kant: A Very Short Introduction, Roger Scruton.
