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Course: 			MCOM 306: Research Methodology	(3 Credits)		
Prerequisite: 		      	MCOM 290 and only for students majoring in Mass Communication
Semester:			Fall 2021
Class Timings:                
	Section
	Days
	Time
	Room

	A
	T.R.
	9:30am – 10:45am
	E-137

	B
	T.R
	11:00am – 12:15pm
	E-137



Instructor:			Dr. Saleem Abbas
Office Room:			F-19 
Office Timings:		Monday, Wednesday & Friday (11am -12pm)
Email:				saleemabbas@fccollege.edu.pk

	
Recommended Readings:
1. Mass Media Research by Wimmer & Dominick 
2. Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches by W. Lawrence Neuman 
3. The Practice of Social Research by Babbie, Earl
Note from the instructor: 
As a teacher of media studies, my focus is to introduce students to a rich body of research about the functioning of media, its contents, and effects. The goal is to empower students to the extent that they can independently analyze and evaluate media content and become responsible citizens. Additionally, I want them to become independent learners, active participants, and creative thinkers. I have designed this course of ‘Research Methodology on the same lines and  in keeping with the HEC and FCC policies and incorporates the options  for remote instruction. For successful learning participate in all class activities, read and comprehend the recommended readings and come up with questions. For remote learning, course content along with video lectures, recommended readings and assignments will be available on moodle.  

Course Introduction: 
This course explores advanced components of Mass Communication research that have academic and industry implications therefore students are expected to do extensive reading of recommended and relevant literature. Students in this course will learn about the significance of qualitative and quantitative research and understand the process, types, methods and techniques employed in experimental research, descriptive research, content analysis and case studies. Students will also be trained that how to generate sound research results through using the techniques of reliability and validity and appropriate statistical analysis for testing of the hypotheses. Awareness about the current trends on communication research will also develop the interest of students to explore their research education in the field of mass media and communication.

Learning Goals: 
At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
· understand concepts of mass media research 
· learn important elements of Research 
· acquire skills for instrument development and data collection
· organize and write research reports 
·  write research proposals for their senior year dissertation
·  explore career opportunities in research 
Technology Etiquettes
In case of video conferencing through any source, please observe following etiquettes:
 
· It is recommended to log in at least 10 minutes before the start of the session to do the necessary checks, specifically for students
· Video conferencing is a new communication platform. There are bound to be technical glitches; be patient during the session.
· Be sure to name yourself for your slot on the screen. It will make it easy to get a report of the students’ attendance (for a paid account in Zoom). If your slot carries a different name, to rename: click 3 dots near your video window OR in the participants’ list, hover over your name, and click “rename” to make the change
· Please stay muted when not speaking, and ask questions in the chat.
· If you face a bandwidth issue please turn off your video. 
· If allowed to speak, be mindful of your tone and expressions during the session. This is not an anonymous session. Your voice and video are viewed by all who are participating in the session
· Remember you are on camera and live. The advantage of video conferencing is that you can take advantage of facial expressions, inflection, and tone of voice. 
· Remember to think before you respond to make your thoughts and ideas clear and coherent to the other participants.
· Please be mindful of the time, keep your contributions brief and to the point
· Allow other participants/students time and opportunities to contribute to the discussion and share their ideas with the group. 
· Be respectful of others’ opinion
· If the session is recorded do not post isolated comments that may be taken out of context. 
· For Break out rooms:
· If you end up in a breakout room alone (or something goes wrong), don’t panic, just click “Leave breakout room” and you will return to the main room where the host will guide you
· If you click ‘Ask for Help’, it will notify the meeting host that you need assistance and they will be asked to join your breakout room. Click ‘Ask for Help’ in the meeting controls. Confirm that you would like assistance by clicking Invite Host
· Some more guidelines for Effective Use of Videoconferencing 

Course Outline
	Weeks
	 Topics
	In-class Activities
	 Out of Class Activities

	1
	Getting to know 

Deduction versus Induction
	Introductions
Course Policies and assignments
Discussions on:
· Relationship of theory and research
· falsifiability 
	Babbie (2008), p.22,23 

Alan Chalmers. Chapter 4.

	2
	
Scientific Method of Inquiry


	Discussions on:
· Research and scientific methods
· Characteristics of the scientific methods.
· Procedures used in scientific method.

	Search for your area, issue, medium of interest 

	3
	
Steps in Research Process

	Presentation and Discussions on
· Selecting a research topic
· Determining topic relevance 
· Reviewing Literature
· Stating a hypothesis or research question
	--Lecture & Worksheet 
-- Activity: Suggesting topic for research, start looking for literature 

	4
	Steps in Research continued

	Presentations and Discussions on

· Research design
· Collecting data
· Analyzing and interpreting data
· Presenting results

	Library Session

	5
	
Elements of Research 
	Presentations and Discussions on

· Concepts and constructs
· Variables
· Measurement & Scales
· Demonstration on Reliability and Validity

	Defining variables of the study 

Quiz 



	6
	
Sampling Methods

	Presentations and Discussions on

· Population and sample
· Probability and non-probability samples
· Sample size
· Kinds of Sampling techniques
	Assignment: Construct Research questions and hypotheses for your study & Choose appropriate sampling technique for your study 


	7
	
Kinds of Research
	Presentations and Discussions on

· Qualitative and Quantitative Research
· Basic and Applied Research
· Historical Research
· Descriptive Research
· Correlational Research
· Experimental Research

	
Assignment

	8
	
Survey Research
	Presentations and Discussions on

· The nature of survey research
· Selecting a sample in surveys
· Designing survey questionnaires
· Administering questionnaire
· Analyzing survey results

	Library session

	9
	
Content Analysis Research


	Presentations and Discussions on

· The nature of Content Analysis 
· Uses of content analysis
· Steps in content analysis
· Limitation of contents analysis

	Mid-Term Exam 

Activity: Instrument Development and Data collection

	9
	
Use of Statistics in Research

	Presentations and Discussions on

· Descriptive statistics
· Inferential statistics
· The logic of hypothesis testing
· Statistical tests for significance of difference
· Statistical tests of relationships


	Proposal Writing Exercise  & Worksheet 

	10
	
Research Reporting and Ethics


	Presentations and Discussions on

· Research reports: mechanics and writing styles
· Rules of references, indexing, footnoting 

	Library Session 
Quiz

	11
	Statistical Analysis and Research Management 
Basic Statistical Tests and Research Software


	Presentations and Discussions on

· The use of Zotero, R. Studios, SPSS, Excel, PowerPoint for data analysis and presentation of graphics, tables and figures
	Lab Session

	12
	Research ethics
	Presentations and Discussions on

· General principles
Ethics in data analysis and reporting

	Working on  research proposal 

	13
	
	Proposal Submission & Defense 

	14
	
	Proposal Submission & Defense

	15
	
	Final Exam 



Class Policies:

Class Attendance 
Students are expected to attend all classes and workshop sessions in courses for which they are registered. Students who miss a class are expected to have read the material and actively find out what they missed. You should approach another classmate for missed lecture notes and, if clarification is needed, meet with your Instructor. If a student does not attend a minimum of 67% of the class and sessions, he/she will not be permitted to take the final examination in the course. 


Respecting Deadlines
All assignments should be submitted on time & presentation should be delivered on the scheduled date. No work would be accepted after deadline. 

Assessments & Exams
No retake for any course activity. In case of emergency properly processed application along with the relevant documents must be provided to the instructor.

Code of Conduct 
Students would NOT be allowed to enter late in class. 
Cell phones must be turned off otherwise phones will be confiscated.

Academic Integrity Policy 
All students must abide by ‘University Academic Integrity policies’ in case of violation (Cheating during exam, Plagiarism, Falsifying the data in Research) ALL CASES WILL BE REPORTED TO ACADEMIC INTEGRITY COMMITTEE
See the Details of Academic Integrity Policy in your Handbook.

Consultations 
You are more than welcome to contact me in my office, email me, attend office hours, or set up a meeting time. Please do not wait until the night before an assignment is due or an exam to realize that you do not understand what you are expected to do/know. If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please do not hesitate to contact me. 






Grading/Evaluation:
Students evaluation will be done on following basis:
	Quizzes 
	15 %

	Assignment & Activities 
	20 % 

	Research Proposal and Defense  
	20 %

	Mid-Term Exam 
	15 %

	Final Term Exam 
	20 %

	Attendance  
	10 %

	Total
	100 %                                                                                        





Grading:

This course uses following grading scheme:
	Grades
	Quality Pts
	Numerical Value
	Meanings

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	Good

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	Satisfactory

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Fail
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