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COURSE		: India Since Independence (311) 
TUTOR		: Umber Bin Ibad 
EMAIL		: umberibad@fccollege.edu.pk
OFFICE HOURS	: MWF 12:15-13:15am, and by appointment
OFFICE		: E-335



COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course offers students an opportunity to get introduced with the history of India since independence. It begins with an overview of the struggle for decolonization and its immediate fallout. It highlights multiple ideologies emerged in contestation to the position of Congress. It then proceeds to examine the political and economic history of India in broad outline. The course also focuses on various movements and uprisings witnessed in India in the six decades since independence, besides looking into the question of identity. Finally, the development in literature and entertainment will also be discussed.

COURSE POLICIES

Attendance in all classes is required. Any absences must be approved by the tutor. Failure in reading the assigned texts will result in an absence being marked.
Any sort of plagiarism, which not only includes copying someone else’s work without a citation, but also covers the presentation of another’s idea as one’s own, will not be tolerated. All cases of scholastic dishonesty will be immediately reported to the Vice Rector.
The topics for the response papers will be announced a week in advance and are due on the day assigned below. Any delay in submission of assignments, without prior approval of the tutor, will result in the lowering of the grade by one letter grade each day. 
The texts used for this course will be:

[bookmark: _Hlk54102844]Ramachandra Guha, India after Gandhi, Picador India, New Delhi, 2007 
Bipan Chandra et al, India since Independence, Penguin, New Delhi, 2008.


[bookmark: _Hlk54102861]Reading material will also be given during the class.


Learning Objectives

· Students will gain an understanding of the historical origins of Modern India. 
· The student will read and analyze important works and documents to understand the political debates taking towards separate state of India. 
· Students will study the major events including the making of Constitution, language policies and wars in the history of India.
· Students will study many of the events in relation to Pakistan.

Learning outcomes:

At the end of the course the student will:

· Be able to understand the important concepts and periods of the history of India.
· Be able to identify major events in the history of India and identify their political systems, economics, social structures and religious beliefs.
· Demonstrate a basic geographical knowledge of India.
· Gain an appreciation of influential personalities and a clearer understanding of the core values held by society.
· Be able to analyze historical questions and issues clearly, assess historical information accurately, and distinguish between questionable and valid historical assertions.
· Be able to Improve the clarity and grace of their analytical writing.

Course Outline

Week 1

M: 	Introduction, Course outline, aims and objectives
W: 	The Wonder that was India
 F:	A Brief Survey of Indian History

Week 2

M:	British Rule in India 
W: 	Freedom movements
F:	Decolonization and multiple nationalist ideologies

Week 3

M:	Parliamentary Democracy and Pluralism
W:	Constitution and the unity of Indian nationalism
 F:	Minorities and Constitution



Week 4

M:	The unification of princely states 
W:	The linguistic Reorganization of the states
 F:	Muslim Question and the princely state

Week 5

M:	Kashmir: The unresolved issue of princely states
W:	Politics and Conflict around the issue of Kashmir
F:	Junagarh and Bhopal

Week 6

M:	Unsettling Borders: Conflict with China	
W:	Wars with Pakistan 
 F:	Conflicts continued at Borders 


Week 7

M:	Growth of Urban Centers
W:	Rural Areas and Agriculture
F:	Socialistic India

Week 8

M:	Indian Cinema and the State Ideology
W:	Literature, Art and Litterati
F :	Public Sphere and the developing Democracy

Week 9

M:	Minorities in India
W:	Muslim Question in India
F: Sikh identity and Hindu nationalism

Week 10

M:	Social Problems in India
W:	Health and Education
 F:	Poverty and Population Explosion



Week 11

M:	Experiment with the State Socialism 
W:	Politics of Indira Gandhi
F:	Elections and Democracy 


Week 12

M:	Faiths, Festivals and Festivities of India 
W:	Patriarchy and Indian Women
F:	Religious Diversity


Week 13

M:	Rise of Hindutva 
W:	Pluralistic Politics against Hindutva 
F:	Reformed Socialism 


Week 14

M:	India Shines
W:	Re-emergence of Hindutva Politics 
F:	India and the Global World
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