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Instructor’s Information

Name: Mussarat Shahid
Office Location: E 028 
Counseling Hours: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Class Hours: 12:30 -1:45 pm every Tuesday & Thursday
Room: E 229
Email address: mussaratshahid@fccollege.edu.pk
Course Information
Course Code: LING 207                            Course Title: History of English Language 207
Introduction of the Course 
The aim of this course is to introduce the History of English from a linguistic point of view. English will be considered in terms of the properties that define it as a language distinct from other languages. 
This course is ideal for analytical minds who want to delve into the science of language - an everyday phenomenon which impacts our lives on an individual and a global scale. This course covers the history of the English language and the variation between English dialects and varieties in the UK and further afield.
Students will acquire the skills required for analytical language study alongside the means to apply those skills to the study of historical and present-day English. In addition, they will practise key transferable skills, such as essay writing and how to give a presentation.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, students will:
· To understand the origins and development of the English language, in terms of its
· historical periods, and its internal and external influences
· To better understand the technical aspects of language, in terms of phonology,
· morphology, syntax, and semantics/lexicon
· To understand language change historically, and be able to describe these
· differences through the comparison of written texts
· To describe the notion of prescriptivism, and the origin of a ‘standard’ form of
· language
· To understand the relationship of English to other world languages
· To understand the concept of dialect, and be able to describe some dialects and
· regional variations of Standard English
· To be able to describe the general differences between American, British, and
· World Englishes, and explain means by which this variation has occurred
· To understand the concept of pidgin and creole languages
· To understand the concept of language death
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Students are required to check their Moodle accounts regularly and be regular and punctual to class.
· Assignments: All written assignments must be in typed form. 
· Plagiarism: If a student’s speech/assignment is plagiarized from internet or copied from another student’s work, the student will be given F grade in that assignment/speech.

Assignments and evaluation:
	Writing Assignments
	Deadline
	Weightage
60%

	1. A 500-word essay on ‘student perceptions on bilingualism’–
2. Group Project and presentation on various topics related to linguistics: culinary cognitive, cultural, psycho and socio linguistics 
3. Essay type question (1200-1500 words) on how the English language has evolved over centuries. And the influence of various conquests on the English language.
4. Midterm exam (Lexical &Semantic Field/Change)

5. Final research project (1500 words) English today and tomorrow, reasons for studying and teaching language.

	Nov 10

December 24

January 15 

January 20

February 10
	5%

5%

10% 

20%

20%


	Speaking Assignments
	
	30%

	
1. Group presentations (4 minutes)

2. Paper Presentation - (6-7-minute speech on final research project 16-slide PowerPoint).

	
January 6
February 12
	     5%

10%

	Attendance
Participation and timely submissions
	
	10%
5%



[bookmark: _4k668n3]Textbooks:
The readings for the course are as follows:
· [bookmark: _2zbgiuw]Charles Barber, et. al. (1993) The English Language: A Historical Introduction, 2nd edition 
· David Crystal, (1987) The Stories of English 
· Bill Bryson (2009) The Mother Tongue




ASSESSMENT TYPE:
 FORMATIVE MCQs, Quizzes short and long essay questions, presentations, video submissions, research papers, surveys and reports
SUMMATIVE: Timed exam
	History of Language 207
	Class Topic
	Suggested Additional Topic(s)
	Readings
	Assignments

	1
	Origin of English Language

	The real and the standard story

	Stories of English by David Crystal

	Compare and contrast


	2.
	To better understand the technical aspects of language, in terms of phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics/lexicon
	System in language: phoneme, stress rhythm and intonation, morphology (words and morphemes), lexical and grammatical words, syntax and lexical sets, language is symbolic, the functions of language, language types, language universals.

	What is language? The English language a historical introduction by Charles Barber et al (1987)
	How is language structured? What are the implications of this on meaning?


	
	
The significance of English Language as a lingua franca
	
Bilingualism and its impact
	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEH2GkuRIHs
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/pdf/10.1146/annurev-linguist-030514-124937

Stories of English by David Crystal 

	
Essay question: How does being bilingual influence your thinking/thought process?


	3
	Origins & Development of English Language in terms of its history and internal and external influences
	As English evolved, new words were added, and old ones took on new meanings. Culinary, cultural, cognitive, psycho and socio linguistic perceptions

	The Mother Tongue (first two chapters).
	A group research project to explore how English language works at various levels in their everyday experience: phonetics, syntax, semantics and pragmatics. 

Identify how English language syllable scheme works. 
Assignment on formulating Haiku poems to experiment with syllables. This they will submit as a video presentation. 
Discuss the Great Vowel Shift and its effect on pronunciation in English.

	4
	To better understand the technical aspects of language, in terms of phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics/lexicon
	Lexical and Semantic fields and how understanding of denotation, connotation and collocations helps develop linguistic competence. What is sematic change? What place do metaphors, and other figurative expression have in decoding the language?
	The Mother Tongue (Chapters 3,4 &5)

https://interpreture.com/semantic-field-explained/ 
	

	5
	Reading Week
	
	
	

	6
	To understand language change historically, and be able to describe these
differences through the comparison of written texts
	Repeated conquests of the British Isles changed and expanded the English language.
	
	A survey project to examine how written texts in their surroundings take shape: on billboards, television advertisements, FM radio announcements and conversation. Notice how spellings are structured, sentences are organized and how much code switching occurs in the written texts they observe.

	7
	To understand language change historically, and be able to describe these
differences through the comparison of written texts
	OE to ME the journey of English and evolution of the language.
	Chapters 6 to 9
The Mother Tongue
	Midterm Exam

	8
	Feedback and Discussion on the midterm exam performance
	
	
	

	9
	To describe the notion of prescriptivism, and the origin of a ‘standard’ form of language
	https://www.thoughtco.com/prescriptivism-language-1691669
https://stancarey.wordpress.com/2010/02/16/descriptivism-vs-prescriptivism-war-is-over-if-you-want-it/
	
	

	10
	To understand the relationship of English to other world languages
	The Mother Tongue by Bill Bryson
Chapters10-12
	What is the status of English as an international language? Will this continue or change?
How do the anthropological studies of human speech influence the reader's understanding of language?
Compare and contrast the various invasions of the British Isles and the effect that they had on the development of English?
	

	11
	To understand the concept of dialect, and be able to describe some dialects and regional variations of Standard English and World Englishes
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDdRHWHzwR4
	Compare and contrast some dialects and regional variations of Standard English with the way dialects and regional variations have taken shape in their own language. 
	

	12
	To be able to describe the general differences between American, British, and explain means by which this variation has occurred
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wSw3IWRJa0
	Discuss the relationship between American and British English and how this reflects the social ideas of both countries.

	To be able to describe the general differences between American, British, and explain means by which this variation has occurred

	13
	To be able to critically view the consequences of bilingualism that highlight the adaptive nature of language processing.

	The fate of empires and the search for survival
By John Glubb
	Do you agree with Bryson that English is a language of the common people? Why or why not?

	To be able to critically view the consequences of bilingualism that highlight the adaptive nature of language processing.
To be able to illustrate how bilingual experience becomes a lens for language scientists to understand the relations between language use, cognition, and the brain.

	14
	To be able to illustrate how bilingual experience becomes a lens for language scientists to understand the relations between language use, cognition, and the brain.
	
	
	

	15
	Submissions of final research Project
	
	
	Paper presentations





Grading System:
	GRADES
	QUALITY POINTS
	NUMERICAL VALUE
	INTERPRETATION

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	Good

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	Satisfactory

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Failing


Attendance policy:
Attending class is the only way you will be able to receive many valuable insights on the material. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the professor before an absence if possible and to make arrangements with the professor for turning in any assigned work or taking any exams scheduled for that day. 90% attendance is compulsory for all the students. Students with less than 75% attendance will not be allowed to take final exams.
The student’s attendance grade will be determined as follows:

	M, W, F
	Tu, Th

	3 absences = 5/5
4 absence = 4.75/5
5 absences = 4.5/5
6 absences = 4.25/5
7 absences = 4/5
8 absences = 3.75/5
9 absences = 3.5/5
10 absences = 3/5
11 absences = 2.5/5
11 absentees: Not allowed to take final exam
	2 absences = 5/5
3 absence = 4.5/5
4 absences = 4/5
5 absences = 3.5/5
6 absences = 3/5
7 absences = 2.5/5

8 absentees: Not allowed to take final exam




Notes for online assignments:
1. The Written Assignments to be submitted through Email/Moodle.
2. Presentations and Speeches will happen in the Class. Students will be required to present their assignments and speeches within specified time. The students who are unable to attend the Class physically will be marked “I” (Incomplete) grade and can have their speeches when they can be physically present.  
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