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MCOM 201: News Reporting (Fall 2021)

“I think all good reporting is the same thing - the best attainable version of the truth”.
                                                                                                                                                                                             (Carl Bernstein)
“Journalism is a craft that takes years to learn. It's like golf. You never get it right all the time. It's a game of fewer errors, better facts, and better reporting”.

(Ben Huh)
“Imagination, it turns out, is a great deal like reporting in your own head. Here is a paradox of fiction-writing. You are crafting something from nothing, which means, in one sense, that none of it is true. Yet in the writing, and perhaps in the reading, some of a character's actions or lines are truer than others”. 

(Amy Waldman)
“Reporting provides reminders that things are always more complicated than you think”.
(John Jeremiah Sullivan)

MCOM 201: News Reporting (Spring 2020)
Instructor: 


Adeel Ahmad Aamir
Lecture Timings:   
  
8.00 AM to 08.50 AM MWF
Classroom:


E 040 
Office Hours:   


MWF, 09.00 AM to 10.00 AM
(Please book an appointment for a visit after office hours )

Blog address:    


Tmoodle.fccollege.edu.pk/moodle

Email address:    

adeelaamir@fccollege.edu.pk
Office address:


Room 14 Ground Floor Faculty Block
Health and Safety Precautions:

1. Wear a mask while you’re on campus or in class and cover your face from chin to your nose

2. Maintain social distancing while on campus or in class. Maintain minimum 6 feet distance.

3. Sanitize your hands time to time.

4. Incase of fever, flue or any Covid-19 Symptoms contact emergency services and don’t come to attend classes

5. Incase of not feeling well during the class contact Mercy Health Centre.

6. Avoid public gathering 

7. Always cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow and do not spit.

8. Throw used tissues in the trash.

9. Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

10. Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks.

11. If surfaces are dirty, clean them. Use detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection. 
Course Objectives 

An Introduction to basic news writing and reporting for newspapers, magazines and electronic media. This course teaches students the fundamental elements of the simple news story such as leads, structure, and body. It also covers reporting techniques and processes relevant to the coverage of political, economic, social and cultural developments. Annually the craft of journalism is adapting itself to the digital media in this day and age. While the principles and fundamentals remain the same, pressures of editing and deadlines are tougher. This course has been adapted to prepare students for the challenges of web reporting and writing which require precision, speed and accuracy and abiding respect of language, grammar and the unassailable rules of honest journalism and clean writing. This module intends to familiarize students with the structure of news, reporting beats and the methods of news gathering and report writing. At the end of the course, students will be able to know about reporting beats and writing news reports for any beat. 
The study of news reporting is among the oldest sub-disciplines of the field of human communication and journalism. News reporting is also of central interest in fields such as television production and new media production (e.g., citizen journalism, social media reporting and radio ), sociology, political science (e.g., voting studies, political campaigns), and interpersonal influence. 

MCOM 201 is an overview of classical and contemporary approaches to reporting. We will develop your understanding of certain basic and upper-level concepts in news reporting, including the cognitive processes underlying attitude and behavioral change, and we’ll show you how these theories operate in your daily lives. Toward these goals, we’ll use current events, popular culture, power, gender, interpersonal relationships, and the like to help you learn. Finally, we’ll further underscore the link between theory and practical application through various activities in and out of the classroom. 

General Course Format & Instructor Presentation Style

This course primarily occurs as a series of discussions, in-class activities, and out-of-class assignments. I will do very little lecturing but it will be on a regular basis, and I will not merely repeat for you the texts/readings. 

Students must be prepared to participate, which means consuming the relevant readings before the class in which we’re to discuss them, and expecting to share their own thoughts (informed by the readings) about each day’s material. 

My presentation style tends to somewhat laid back and informal. I like to have fun helping students learn, engage the material, and foster a healthy class environment. I hope you’ll find my style to be accessible and that you’ll find me to be approachable, and that those things enhance your ability to learn. However, don’t assume that “fun = low standards.” I will not work harder for your degree than you do. Because this is an upper-division course, my expectations regarding your attention to course material and the quality of your ideas and performance will be high. (But remember I’m here to help you along the way.)

Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)
The skill of fine writing is a lifelong endeavor and the sooner you start and the longer and harder you try the more lustrous the outcome. -Relative proficiency and ease in writing a news story, developing a nose for news and newsgathering instincts, the ability to produce a usable press release or a light feature that may be fit to print or publish in any of the English language publications or online outlets, on-campus or in Pakistan. Reporting prowess and agility that will put you in the running for an advanced reporting class, help out with press releases on various departments on campus or in the FCC media relations office, which will be supervised and edited by superiors, to assist a senior journalist or foreign correspondent as an assistant, or to work as an intern at a news agency, newspaper, news channel in the summer
1. Students will be familiar with reporting beats and their requisites.
2. Students will know about writing patterns of reports. 

3. Students will be able to make electronic and print reports independently.
4. Identify persuasive processes of news reporting, 

5. Describe the operation of several well-known news reporting styles,

6. Apply news reporting skills and concepts to real-world experiences,

7. Identify topics of general interest for news reporting,

8. Critically analyze news reports in field settings, and apply skill theory and research to create persuasive messages in the shape of a news report for prosocial causes

Success for All Students

I am here to help you succeed in the course. Do not hesitate to see me for any help. I even promise to be nice to you! In general, seeing me early and often nets better results than seeing me late or never. That said, I won’t bother you. Unless you ask for help, I’ll assume you do not need it. Further, any student who feels she or he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss her or his specific needs. 
Course Policies
Newspaper Reading

All students are expected to read a newspaper before coming into the class because we will be discussing news stories on a daily basis.
Twitter Account

All students are required to set up their twitter account and follow national and international news outlets. 
Moodle and Email Communication: All students are expected to have an FC College login ID and email address. Moreover, students must familiarize themselves with the Moodle course management system here at FCCU. We will make use of Moodle for distributing the course syllabus, course assignment instructions, and other information as necessary. In addition, you should also get in the habit of checking your FC College email account routinely, as this is my most reliable means of communicating with you. I will not be answering your emails coming from addresses e.g Hawkeyes20 @gmail.com or cute_dude@ Hotmail.com such emails directly go to my trash folder. Before sending your email to mention your full name and course, you have taken from me. You all are required to log into your Moodle account which is tmoodle.fccollege.edu.pk/moodle 
Attendance: There is a strong positive correlation between attendance and performance in class; therefore, you are expected to be here every day. That said, I do realize that life sometimes makes attendance impossible (e.g., illness). For this reason, we will adhere to the following policy. 

One or fewer absences (for any reason) will result in a raise of your final grade by one grade (e.g., if your work grade is B+, the final course grade will be raised to A-). Three absences will not affect your grade. The fourth and each subsequent unexcused/ excused absence, or any absence on a guest speaker or project presentation day, will result in a lowering of the marks according to the following criteria.
	No of Absences 
	Deduction of Marks

	0 or 1
	0 Marks ( Raise in grade)

	2-3
	0 Marks ( No raise in grade)

	4
	2 Marks

	5
	4 Marks

	6
	6 Marks

	7
	8 Marks

	8
	10 Marks

	10 or more
	


Late Comings
We will have 8 minutes window for everyone Students who arrive after attendance has been taken that day, students who leave class early, students who repeatedly make restroom visits during class, and students who fall asleep during class, may all be considered absent. Your attendance grade is also contingent upon your being prepared for class. If you are physically present, but are not prepared and do not engage the class proceedings accordingly, you will be marked one-half day absent. Preparation involves reading the assigned materials ahead of the class and getting engaged in each day’s proceedings.  
Employment Interviews
Note also that employment interviews will not be considered grounds for an excused absence. If you plan to be interviewing this semester, carefully consider putting your two free days toward this purpose and plan accordingly. Appropriate documentation is always required from any student wishing to have an absence excused for any reason.

College & Society Activities
You should keep in mind that college and society activities will not be considered for an excused absence. I can understand that you all part of college societies and I consider it a healthy activity for students to participate in extracurricular activities but it doesn’t mean that you are going to miss my class. Such an absence will be judged under the laid out attendance formula.  

I will not give you a hard time if you are absent (although I might show concern because I care about you as people). However, it is always YOUR responsibility to obtain any information/material/announcements disseminated while you were gone FROM SOMEONE OTHER THAN THE INSTRUCTOR. In other words, email messages saying “Hey, Sir Adeel, I was gone. What did I miss?” go straight to my trash folder. Want my advice? Make a buddy or two in class and be each other’s lifeline. 

Class Participation We’re all expected to be in class ON TIME and tuned into each day’s proceedings. Moreover, I don’t want to listen to myself talk the whole time every day. I’m counting on you to have consumed all assigned readings ahead of time and to raise meaningful discussion (e.g., offer insights, answer questions, ask intriguing questions) as it pertains to the topic at hand. I would point out that repeatedly arriving late to class, sleeping during class, and being absent are NOT meaningful contributions. The instructor reserves the right to impose a one-half absence for each day of inadequate and/or inappropriate participation.

No Electronic Devices In Class: This may seem radical to you, but let me explain. (1) Devices invite multi-tasking at best and outright distraction at worst. Research is clear. The quality of your cognitive work suffers when you attempt to multi-task or operate under distraction. (2) Devices trigger negative long-term effects on your declarative memory—this is the memory that lets you recall what you’ve learned from earlier studying. (3) Chronic multitasking makes you worse at choosing which task to focus on!—so you end up skittering through many things without doing any of them well. And even if you try to be dutiful and focused in your use of computers, those same devices are now designed to yank you out of your focus by delivering pings, pop-ups, icons, beeps, and other attention-grabbers—even ones you didn’t see coming. I’m not trying to deny you the choice of how to spend class time as much as I’m trying to help you protect your precious focus against things that won’t help you learn. (4) Research is again clear that students who take notes by hand outperform those who take notes using some form of electronic technology. The reason is that writing notes by hand forces students to listen carefully to what’s being said, then to distill the key essence in order to write it down in time to keep up with the discussion. In doing this, the brain immediately gets to work on learning the material. By contrast, tapping notes on a keyboard teaches students merely to copy information while bypassing entirely the mental processes associated with condensing, repackaging, and locking away the information. I want to encourage bona fide learning, not copying. Plus, I don’t want to disadvantage anyone by keeping them from the performance bump that comes from hand note-taking. (5) Finally, there seems to be a “secondhand distraction” effect whereby a screen user ends up distracting any other student within view of the screen. Research suggests those who choose not to use screens end up performing worse when their classmates use screens than if those screens were not present. Therefore, unless an assignment requires and an announcement is made in advance, we will officially ban laptops, tablets, phones, and similar technologies for the duration of each class meeting. 

Makeups: In general makeups and incompletes are not offered for any opportunity to earn points. There are, however, situations in which a makeup might be considered (e.g., religious observances, extreme illness, death in the immediate family). In any case, students wishing to make up an exam or assignment must notify the instructor in advance of that exam or assignment’s due date, as far as possible. In all cases, documentation will be required (e.g., doctor note, obituary announcement). Absolutely no makeup will be offered if the request is made after the opportunity’s due date. In case I miss a class I will arrange a makeup for that class and you all will be informed beforehand.
Assignments: All students are required to complete certain assignments in order to complete this course. Assignments grades will be communicated to you after the five working days of the submission. However, assignments will not be given back to you (you can check them at any time by making an appointment with me) they will remain part of my record which helps me to grade you at the end of the semester. In case you need your checked assignment you can make a photocopy it for your record. THIS FORMULA APPLIES TO THE ASSIGNMENTS THAT ARE GIVEN OUTSIDE MOODLE
Late Work: All assignments are to be submitted by the appropriate deadline. Work turned in after the submission deadline will be docked 50% of the assignment’s full value per calendar day late regardless of the actual score the student earned. This can be stated using the following formula: 
Submission Of Late Assignments/Exam/Activities

Late assignments/exams/activities will only be accepted if accompany proper documents e.g. Covid test report (A report that can be verified online e.g Shoukat Khanum, Chugtai’s Lab etc). A hospitalization certificate with the clear date of admission and discharge or any other valid document that proves your excuse for not submitting the assignment on time.

	Assignment delay 
	Deduction of Marks

	The same day after the class
	25%

	1 Day later
	50%

	2 Days later
	100%


The “Seven Day” Rule: Whenever a graded assignment’s marking is communicated to the students, that student has seven (7) calendar days to raise any questions pertaining to the grade on that assignment. No requests for grade changes can be honored after the seven-day window expires. This policy encourages you to be proactive in keeping track of your achievements in the course.

Hardcopy & Staple Rules: I hate that this happens, but reading from a screen for long periods of time gives me massive headaches. Unless specifically directed otherwise, all written assignments must be submitted in printed paper form. Emailed assignments cannot and will not be accepted. Moreover, most of these assignments are multi-paged in nature. In such cases, a simple staple in the upper left-hand corner will be required. Loose pages without staples (e.g., even if they have that “fold over and tear” fastening technique) will not be accepted. “I couldn’t get my printer to work” is NEVER a valid excuse for submitting an assignment after its due date. Practice being a professional. Know your due dates, budget your time, and plan accordingly so that you have ample time for printing and avoiding printing delays. 
Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and/or cheating of any kind will result in the student’s failure of the entire course (and may result in additional disciplinary action at higher levels). This is consistent with the FC College Code for Academic Integrity. Examples include but are not limited to cheating on exams, copying written assignments, submitting the same work for more than one course, submitting work for another student, failing to attribute credit for ideas that are not yours, or allowing another student to copy your work. Sometimes it is necessary for a student to repeat MCOM 201. In this case, repeat students may not submit work completed during the previous semester. Want my advice? Just don’t do any of this. It really isn’t worth the risk of getting caught. Besides, cheating is typically more effortful than honest learning. If you can learn the material honestly without resorting to behaviors that carry seriously adverse consequences.
General Class Issues
Office hours are for your benefit: I hold office hours to offer you additional instruction or to talk about issues personal to you. Feel free to email me regarding the same matters. I do try hard to respond to your email messages the same day, but please allow up to 24 hours for a response, not counting Saturdays or Sundays. (For example, if you email at 4:59 p.m. on a Friday, you should not expect a response until 4:59 p.m. on the following Monday.) If you choose to email me, please don’t be offended if I ask you to bring your issue to me in person. For certain issues, email hinders our ability to achieve mutual understanding, which complicates the process of getting you the help you want. Also, please do not ask for grade-related information via email. Privacy regulations prevent me from revealing and discussing grades online. If you have a grade-related issue, I’ll be happy to help you in person. 

Social Media Interaction: I am a great admirer of social media and I usually accept my student’s social media requests but that doesn’t mean that you post your course queries on social media. I simply don’t answer such queries.

Mobile Phone Interaction: I don’t discuss course-related queries over the mobile phone and I even don’t prefer mobile phone communication related to course content and assignment. Please don’t waste your time to call me from an unknown number as I don’t pick unknown numbers.
Final Grading and Rechecking of Paper: Your grades are distributed in many sections as it is reflected in this syllabus that means you have to scores high in all sections in order to get an A or A-. You will be informed regarding your performance and grades from time to time during the semester. Once final grades are uploaded they will not be changed in any circumstances. After the final grades are uploaded I will be available in my office for seven working days to answer queries regarding grades after this I will not answer any query regarding grade change or rechecking of the papers. You are required to manage your time accordingly.
Please be respectful of others: Listening to and appreciating the viewpoints of others requires our honest attention and consideration. You and your peers have paid large sums of money in order to learn here, and you are entitled to the best learning opportunities we can provide. Please silence cell phones, avoid conversations unrelated to the course, and conduct yourself in ways that promote yours and others’ learning. Failure to comply with the above may result in your being requested to leave, meet with me (and/or the department chair) to discuss your conduct or any combination of these. 

Tips for Success in MCOM 201 

· Attend class each day and take careful notes BY HAND: Research shows that students who take notes by hand outperform those who take notes using a computer. We think this is because having to keep up by hand forces your brain to engage the material whereas the computer merely requires you to capture information without sifting it through your mind. 

· Read all assigned readings ahead of time: Take notes in the margins and jot down things those ideas make you think of, questions about ideas you don’t understand, and so on. Then, bring those questions/notes with you and raise them during class. 

· Use recall and never highlight: After you read a page/section, look away and try to recall the main ideas. Don’t bother highlighting; just putting your eyes in front of words and painting over them does not equal actual recall. You’re better off handwriting important concepts in your own words. Also, try recalling main ideas when you are walking to class or in a different room from where you originally learned it. Being able to recall concepts in settings other than where you were exposed to them strengthens learning!

· Space your repetition: Spread out your learning a little every day, just like an athlete. Your brain is a muscle; it can handle only a limited amount of exercise on one subject at a time. One hour a day five times a week is much more effective than five hours all at once!

· Use the “70-year-old grandmother” test: As you learn, practice explaining the material to someone who’s never heard of our course, say, your 70-year-old grandmother (or a ten-year-old—that works, too). Don’t just think about your explanation to yourself. Say it out loud and/or write it out in your own words. 

· Ask your instructor about anything you don’t understand as you go: Don’t begin studying the night before an exam and don’t wait until you fail your first assignment to begin asking questions. I’m here to help, and I can only help you if you come to ask!

· Study in small groups: After you’ve put in your time on your own (and ONLY after you’ve studied solo), get together with classmates and practice explaining the material to each other. Just like writing out ideas in your own words, explaining the ideas to others engages higher-order learning. Plus, you can help each other should anyone need it.

· Get sleep: Prolonged fatigue leaves your brain unable to process whatever you’re trying to learn. You won’t be able to think as quickly or as well. Make sure to prioritize sleep, especially before an exam or an important presentation. According to research, a sleep-deprived brain is no better than one that never studied in the first place!
Point Breakdown and Grading Scale 

	Activity Break Down
	Points Break Down

	Attendance
	10 Points

	Class Participation
	05 Points

	Mind Term
	25 Points

	Class Assignments
	10 Points

	News Report
	15 Points

	Final term
	35 Points

	Total
	100 Points


	Grading Legend


	
	
	

	Grades
	Quality Pts
	Numerical Value
	Meanings

	A
	4
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.7
	90-92
	 

	B+
	3.3
	87-89
	Good

	B
	3
	83-86
	 

	B-
	2.7
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.3
	77-79
	Satisfactory

	C
	2
	73-76
	 

	C-
	1.7
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.3
	67-69
	

	D
	1
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0
	59 or below
	Fail


Course Outline & Contents
	Weeks
	Topics 
	Assignment/Class Activity

	Week 01
	Introduction to the course and work plan. 

Introduction to news and report writing

Elements of news. News values

5Ws and 1H Formula

	Assignment1:  Develop a news story using All news elements and values.
Rubric: Intro 0.5 Marks, Use of 5ws 1H 0.5 Marks, Appropriate Body 05 Marks, Extro 0.5 Marks

*Assignment carry 2% marks

	Week 02
	Writing a Lead Types of Leads
The shape of a News Story/inverted Pyramid /Story writing Tips for  persuasion 
Intro Writing /Golden Rules
	Assignment2: Develop a News story using intro and lead writing.
*Assignment carry 2% marks

	Week 03
	Use of Attribution and Quotations in A News Story

Mechanics of news gathering

Formats of News Report, Format and Genre Study. 
News Report making Steps? What is news report/Package 
	Class Activity: In a group, Class will perform a mock news report Using different Formats

	Week 04
	Opinion Writing,
 Column and Blog Writing, Editorial Writing, Book Review,  film review, Obituaries
	Class Activity: Students will bring newspapers and will point out Impact, Attribution, and Quotations

	Week 05
	Reporting beats /requisites of coverage

Qualifications and functions of a reporter

Covering Speeches, News Conferences and Meetings
	Class Activity: Students will differentiate the stories from a newspaper according to their beat reporting

	Week 06
	Profiles and Interviewing techniques

Compiling a News Bulletin 
Types Shots for News reports and Packages, Music, GFX and PTC techniques 
	Assignment 3: develop an Interview Questionnaire. 
*Assignment carry 2% marks

Activity: Mock Interview

	Week 07
	Structure of a News Organization and role of different designations. 
 
	Class Activity Role Play 

	
	Mid Term Examination

	Week 08
	Duties and Functions of a News Producer

Role of News Editor and Sub Editor

	Assignment 4: Develop three News Stories for online, Print and Electronic Media.
*Assignment carry 2% marks

	Week 09
	Breaking news through Social Media Twitter, Face book, blogging.
Case Study Arab Spring &Killing of Osama Bin Laden

Ethical values for a reporter

	Assignment 5: Develop a Blog on word press blogger or any other platform and write a news story.

*Assignment carry 2% marks

Write news tweets at least 10 per student 

	Introduction to Specializes Reporting :



	Week 10
	Conflict Reporting 

· What is a Conflict 

· Historical evolution of Conflicts 

· Global / International Conflicts 

· Conflict Management and Media 

· Evolution of Conflict Reporting 

· How to Report a Conflict 

· Getting Prepared for Conflict Reporting 

· Challenges of Reporting Conflicts 


	Class Activity: Case Study Peshawar School Attack & Reporting on the Syrian Crisis. Alan Kurdi Case
ICIJ Panama Papers Case Study 

	Week 11
	Election Reporting Module 
Voters and Voting

Voter scrutiny and requirements for voting.

Campaign “ground game” and GOTV (get out the vote) efforts.

Vulnerabilities in the voting system — real and perceived.

Coverage of voters and voting systems going forward.
Polling, Opinion, and Predictions 

Candidates: Vetting, Voting, and Viability 
	Seminar 01 With the representative of Elections Commission of Pakistan. 
02 Hours Graded Seminar

	Week 12
	Election Coverage

Role of Journalist Covering Elections

Issue Coverage, Fact-Checking, and Promise Tracking

The rise of and need for fact-checking journalists and teams.

 Issue versus “horse race” coverage and ways to get readers to pay attention to issues.

 2018 PAK Elections

Campaign Promise Tracking. 
Election Night Exit Polls and Predictions 
	Seminar 02 With Reporters and Anchors who previously Covered Elections.
2 Hours Graded Seminar

	Week 13
	Intro to Beat Reporting: 

Showbiz reporting 

Political reporting 

Sports reporting 

Health Reporting
Crime Reporting

Trauma and Disaster reporting

Minorities Reporting
Investigative Reporting 
	Class Activity: Screenings of different reports from different news beats 

	
	Final Exam
	

	
	Final term examination
	


Suggested readings

1. Writing and Reporting News by Carole Rich
2. Sharma, S. (2005) Journalism Reporting. Delhi: Anmol.
3. Naqash, G.M. (.......) Mass Communications: Theory and Practice
4. News Reporting & Writing by Lorenz & Vivian, Pearson Education India.

5. The Daily Miracle (An Introduction to Journalism) By David Conley, Oxford University Press NY.

6. Exploring Journalism by Mirza Muhammad Yousaf, A-One Publishers Lahore. 
7. Mencher, M., & Zinsser, W. (2008). News reporting and writing. Psychiatric Services, 202, 687-6985.
8. Getz, J. E. (1996). News Reporting and Writing. Journalism & Mass Communication Educator, 51(2), 95.
9. Soloski, J. (1989). News reporting and professionalism: Some constraints on the reporting of the news. Media, Culture & Society, 11(2), 207-228.
10. Westerståhl, J. (1983). Objective news reporting: General premises. Communication research, 10(3), 403-424.
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