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MCOM 401: Introduction to Radio Broadcasting (Spring 2022)

“I think all good reporting is the same thing - the best attainable version of the truth”.
                                                                                                                                                                                             (Carl Bernstein)
“Journalism is a craft that takes years to learn. It's like golf. You never get it right all the time. It's a game of fewer errors, better facts, and better reporting”.

(Ben Huh)
“Imagination, it turns out, is a great deal like reporting in your own head. Here is a paradox of fiction-writing. You are crafting something from nothing, which means, in one sense, that none of it is true. Yet in the writing, and perhaps in the reading, some of a character's actions or lines are truer than others”. 
(Amy Waldman)
“Reporting provides reminders that things are always more complicated than you think”.
(John Jeremiah Sullivan)
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MCOM 401: News Reporting (Fall 2022)

Instructor: 			Adeel Ahmad Aamir
Lecture Timings:   	  	Section-A 09.45 AM to 10:45 AM (TR) Room E221
				Section-B 11.00 AM to 11.50 AM (MWF) Room E213
Classroom:			
Office Hours:   			Monday to Friday, 09.30 AM to 10.30 PM
(Please book and appointment for a visit after office hours)		
Email address:    		adeelaamir@fccollege.edu.pk
Course Objectives 
This course is specifically designed to provide the theoretical and some practical knowledge about broadcasting to the students. They will learn about Radio Journalism; Broadcasting Qualities and responsibilities; Radio Drama; Prospects and challenges to broadcasting in Pakistan. Magazine Program and infotainment; Digital Storytelling; Radio News Style; Story format and copy layout; Interviewing for broadcast: Strategies and approaches. And an introduction of other radio programs.

General Course Format & Instructor Presentation Style
This course primarily occurs as a series of discussions, in-class activities, and out-of-class assignments. I will do very little lecturing, but it will be on regular basis, and I will not merely repeat for you the texts/readings. 
Students must be prepared to participate, which means consuming the relevant readings before the class in which we’re to discuss them, and expecting to share their own thoughts (informed by the readings) about each day’s material. 
My presentation style tends to somewhat laid back and informal. I like to have fun helping students learn, engage the material, and foster a healthy class environment. I hope you’ll find my style to be accessible and that you’ll find me to be approachable, and that those things enhance your ability to learn. However, don’t assume that “fun = low standards.” I will not work harder for your degree than you do. Because this is an upper division course, my expectations regarding your attention to course material and the quality of your ideas and performance will be high. (But remember I’m here to help you along the way.)
	




Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)
The skill of fine writing is a lifelong endeavor and the sooner you start and the longer and harder you try the more lustrous the outcome. -Relative proficiency and ease in writing for radio, developing a nose for news and news gathering instincts.
1. Produce different types of radio programs 
2. Work on subject- related projects 
3. Predict and combat problems related to radio broadcasting in the best possible way. 
4. Get a deep insight of the practical side of radio journalism. 
5. Join radio stations and various broadcasting organizations in which they will excel. 
6. Participate and work in groups. 
7. Start practicing free-lance journalism. 
8.  A sound introduction to the principles and techniques of Journalism. 
9. An understanding of news broadcasting style. 
10. To provide guidelines, information, and specific techniques for understanding and   applying the knowledge achieved in problems relating to radio broadcasting. 
11. To enable students to find a better placement opportunity in radio broadcasting. 
12. Modern trends in Radio Broadcasting with discussion on contemporary issues and problems which are there, and which might affect radio channels in the future. 
13. Learning to work in groups and society. 

Success for All Students
I am here to help you succeed in the course. Do not hesitate to see me for any help. I even promise to be nice to you! In general, seeing me early and often nets better results than seeing me late or never. That said, I won’t bother you. Unless you ask for help, I’ll assume you do not need it. Further, any student who feels she or he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss her or his specific needs. 
Course Policies
Newspaper Reading
All students are expected to read newspaper before coming in to the class because we will be discussing news stories on daily basis.
Twitter Account
All students are required to setup their twitter account and follow national and international news outlets 
Attendance: There is a strong positive correlation between attendance and performance in class; therefore, you are expected to be here every day. That said, I do realize that life sometimes makes attendance impossible (e.g., illness). For this reason, we will adhere to the following policy. 
One or fewer absences (for any reason) will result in a raise of your final grade by one grade (e.g., if your work grade is B+, the final course grade will be raised to A-). Three absences will not affect your grade. The fourth and each subsequent unexcused/ excused absence, or any absence on a guest speaker or project presentation day, will result in a lowering of the marks according to the following criteria.
	No of Absences 
	Deduction of Marks

	0 or 1
	0 Marks (Raise in grade)

	2-3
	0 Marks (No raise in grade)

	4
	2 Marks

	5
	4 Marks

	6
	6 Marks

	7
	8 Marks

	8
	10 Marks

	10 or more
	



Late Comings
We will have 8 minutes window for everyone Students who arrive after attendance has been taken that day, students who leave class early, students who repeatedly make restroom visits during class, and students who fall asleep during class, may all be considered absent. Your attendance grade is also contingent upon your being prepared for class. If you are physically present but are not prepared and do not engage the class proceedings accordingly, you will be marked one-half day absent. Preparation involves reading the assigned materials ahead of class and getting engaged in each day’s proceedings.  
Employment Interviews
Note also that employment interviews will not be considered grounds for an excused absence. If you plan to be interviewing this semester, carefully consider putting your two free days toward this purpose and plan accordingly. Appropriate documentation is always required from any student wishing to have an absence excused for any reason.
College & Society Activities
You should keep in mind that college and society activates will not be considered for an excused absence. I can understand that you all part of college societies and I consider it a healthy activity for students to participate in extracurricular activities but it doesn’t mean that you are going to miss my class. Such an absence will be judged under the laid out attendance formula.  
I will not give you a hard time if you are absent (although I might show concern because I care about you as people). However, it is always YOUR responsibility to obtain any information/material/announcements disseminated while you were gone FROM SOMEONE OTHER THAN THE INSTRUCTER. In other words, email messages saying “Hey, Sir Adeel, I was gone. What did I miss?” go straight to my trash folder. Want my advice? Make a buddy or two in class and be each other’s lifeline. 

Email Communication All students are expected to have a FC College login ID and email address. Moreover, students must familiarize themselves with the course blog. We will make use of course blog for distributing the course syllabus, course assignment instructions, handouts and other information as necessary. In addition, you should also get in the habit of checking your FC College email account routinely, as this is my most reliable means of communicating with you. I will not be answering your emails coming from addresses e.g Hawkeyes20 @gmail.com or cute_dude@ Hotmail.com such emails directly go to my trash folder. Before sending your email mention your full name and course you have taken from me. 

Class Participation We’re all expected to be in class ON TIME and tuned into each day’s proceedings. Moreover, I don’t want to listen to myself talk the whole time every day. I’m counting on you to have consumed all assigned readings ahead of time and to raise meaningful discussion (e.g., offer insights, answer questions, ask intriguing questions) as it pertains to the topic at hand. I would point out that repeatedly arriving late to class, sleeping during class, and being absent are NOT meaningful contributions. The instructor reserves the right to impose a one-half absence for each day of inadequate and/or inappropriate participation.

No Electronic Devices In Class: This may seem radical to you, but let me explain. (1) Devices invite multi-tasking at best and outright distraction at worst. Research is clear. The quality of your cognitive work suffers when you attempt to multi-task or operate under distraction. (2) Devices trigger negative long-term effects on your declarative memory—this is the memory that lets you recall what you’ve learned from earlier studying. (3) Chronic multi-tasking makes you worse at choosing which task to focus on!—so you end up skittering through many things without doing any of them well. And even if you try to be dutiful and focused in your use of computers, those same devices are now designed to yank you out of your focus by delivering pings, pop-ups, icons, beeps, and other attention-grabbers—even ones you didn’t see coming. I’m not trying to deny you the choice of how to spend class time as much as I’m trying to help you protect your precious focus against things that won’t help you learn. (4) Research is again clear that students who take notes by hand outperform those who take notes using some form of electronic technology. The reason is that writing notes by hand forces students to listen carefully to what’s being said, then to distill the key essence in order to write it down in time to keep up with the discussion. In doing this, the brain immediately gets to work on learning the material. By contrast, tapping notes on a keyboard teaches students merely to copy information while bypassing entirely the mental processes associated with condensing, repackaging, and locking away the information. I want to encourage bona fide learning, not copying. Plus, I don’t want to disadvantage anyone by keeping them from the performance bump that comes from hand note-taking. (5) Finally, there seems to be a “secondhand distraction” effect whereby a screen user ends up distracting any other student within view of the screen. Research suggests those who choose not to use screens end up performing worse when their classmates use screens than if those screens were not present. Therefore, unless an assignment requires and an announcement is made in advance, we will officially ban laptops, tablets, phones, and similar technologies for the duration of each class meeting. 

Makeups: In general makeups and incompletes are not offered for any opportunity to earn points. There are, however, situations in which a makeup might be considered (e.g., religious observances, extreme illness, death in the immediate family). In any case, students wishing to make up an exam or assignment must notify the instructor in advance of that exam or assignment’s due date, as far as possible. In all cases, documentation will be required (e.g., doctor note, obituary announcement). Absolutely no makeup will be offered if the request is made after the opportunity’s due date. In case I miss a class I will arrange a makeup for that class and you all will be informed beforehand.
Assignments: All students are required to complete certain assignments in order to complete this course. Assignments grades will be communicated to you after the five working days of the submission. However assignments will not be given back to you (you can check them at anytime by making and appointment with me) they will remain part of my record which helps me to grade you at the end of the semester. In case you need your checked assignment you can make a photocopy it for you record. 

Late Work: All assignments are to be submitted by the appropriate deadline. Work turned in after the submission deadline will be docked 50% of the assignment’s full value per calendar day late regardless of the actual score the student earned. This can be stated using the following formula: 

	Assignment delay 
	Deduction of Marks

	Same day after the class
	25%

	1 Day later
	50%

	2 Days later
	100%




The “Seven Day” Rule: Whenever a graded assignment’s marking is communicated to the students, that student has seven (7) calendar days to raise any questions pertaining to the grade on that assignment. No requests for grade changes can be honored after the seven-day window expires. This policy encourages you to be proactive in keeping track of your achievement in the course.

Hardcopy & Staple Rules: I hate that this happens, but reading from a screen for long periods of time gives me massive headaches. Unless specifically directed otherwise, all written assignments must be submitted in printed paper form. Emailed assignments cannot and will not be accepted. Moreover, most of these assignments are multi-paged in nature. In such cases, a simple staple in the upper left-hand corner will be required. Loose pages without staples (e.g., even if they have that “fold over and tear” fastening technique) will not be accepted. “I couldn’t get my printer to work” is NEVER a valid excuse for submitting an assignment after its due date. Practice being a professional. Know your due dates, budget your time, and plan accordingly so that you have ample time for printing and avoiding printing delays. 

Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and/or cheating of any kind will result in the student’s failure of the entire course (and may result in additional disciplinary action at higher levels). This is consistent with the FC College Code for Academic Integrity. Examples include but are not limited to cheating on exams, copying written assignments, submitting the same work for more than one course, submitting work for another student, failing to attribute credit for ideas that are not yours, or allowing another student to copy your work. Sometimes it is necessary for a student to repeat MCOM 401. In this case, repeat students may not submit work completed during a previous semester. Want my advice? Just don’t do any of this. It really isn’t worth the risk of getting caught. Besides, cheating is typically more effortful than honest learning. If you can learn the material honestly without resorting to behaviors that carry seriously averse consequences.




General Class Issues
Office hours are for your benefit: I hold office hours to offer you additional instruction or to talk about issues personal to you. Feel free to email me regarding the same matters. I do try hard to respond to your email messages the same day, but please allow up to 24 hours for a response, not counting Saturdays or Sundays. (For example, if you email at 4:59 p.m. on a Friday, you should not expect a response until 4:59 p.m. on the following Monday.) If you choose to email me, please don’t be offended if I ask you to bring your issue to me in person. For certain issues, email hinders our ability to achieve mutual understanding, which complicates the process of getting you the help you want. Also, please do not ask for grade-related information via email. Privacy regulations prevent me from revealing and discussing grades online. If you have a grade-related issue, I’ll be happy to help you in person. 
Social Media Interaction: I am a great admirer of social media and I usually accept my student’s social media requests but that doesn’t mean that you post your course queries on social media. I simply don’t answer such queries.
Mobile Phone Interaction: I don’t discuss course related queries over mobile phone and I even don’t prefer mobile phone communication related to course content and assignment. Please don’t waste your time to call me from unknown number as I don’t pick unknown numbers.
Final Grading and Rechecking of Paper: You grades are distributed in many sections as it is reflected in this syllabus that means you have to scores high in all sections in order to get an A or A-. You will be informed regarding your performance and grades time to time during the semester. Once final grades are uploaded they will not be changed in any circumstances. After the final grades are uploaded I will be available in my office for seven working days to answer queries regarding grades after this I will not answer any query regarding grade change or rechecking of the papers. You are required to manage your time accordingly.
Please be respectful of others: Listening to and appreciating the viewpoints of others requires our honest attention and consideration. You and your peers have paid large sums of money in order to learn here, and you are entitled to the best learning opportunities we can provide. Please silence cell phones, avoid conversations unrelated to the course, and conduct yourself in ways that promote yours and others’ learning. Failure to comply with the above may result in your being requested to leave, meet with me (and/or the department chair) to discuss your conduct, or any combination of these. 

Tips for Success in MCOM 401
· Attend class each day and take careful notes BY HAND: Research shows that students who take notes by hand outperform those who take notes using a computer. We think this is because having to keep up by hand forces your brain to engage the material whereas the computer merely requires you to capture information without sifting it through your mind. 
· Read all assigned readings ahead of time: Take notes in the margins and jot down things those ideas make you think of, questions about ideas you don’t understand, and so on. Then, bring those questions/notes with you and raise them during class. 
· Use recall and never highlight: After you read a page/section, look away and try to recall the main ideas. Don’t bother highlighting; just putting your eyes in front of words and painting over them does not equal actual recall. You’re better off handwriting important concepts in your own words. Also, try recalling main ideas when you are walking to class or in a different room from where you originally learned it. Being able to recall concepts in settings other than where you were exposed to them strengthens learning!
· Space your repetition: Spread out your learning a little every day, just like an athlete. Your brain is a muscle; it can handle only a limited amount of exercise on one subject at a time. One hour a day five times a week is much more effective than five hours all at once!
· Use the “70-year-old grandmother” test: As you learn, practice explaining the material to someone who’s never heard of our course, say, your 70-year-old grandmother (or a ten-year-old—that works, too). Don’t just think your explanation to yourself. Say it out loud and/or write it out in your own words. 
· Ask your instructor about anything you don’t understand as you go: Don’t begin studying the night before an exam, and don’t wait until you fail your first assignment to begin asking questions. I’m here to help, and I can only help you if you come ask!
· Study in small groups: After you’ve put in your time on your own (and ONLY after you’ve studied solo), get together with classmates and practice explaining the material to each other. Just like writing out ideas in your own words, explaining the ideas to others engages higher-order learning. Plus, you can help each other should anyone need it.
· Get sleep: Prolonged fatigue leaves your brain unable to process whatever you’re trying to learn. You won’t be able to think as quickly or as well. Make sure to prioritize sleep, especially before an exam or important presentation. According to research, a sleep-deprived brain is no better than one that never studied in the first place!

Point Breakdown and Grading Scale 
	Activity Break Down
	Points Break Down

	Attendance
	10 Points

	Class Participation
	05 Points

	Mind Term
	25 Points

	Class Assignments
	10 Points

	News Report
	15 Points

	Final term
	35 Points

	Total
	100 Points



	Grading Legend

	
	
	

	Grades
	Quality Pts
	Numerical Value
	Meanings

	A
	4
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.7
	90-92
	 

	B+
	3.3
	87-89
	Good

	B
	3
	83-86
	 

	B-
	2.7
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.3
	77-79
	Satisfactory

	C
	2
	73-76
	 

	C-
	1.7
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.3
	67-69
	

	D
	1
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0
	59 or below
	Fail




Course Outline:

	Weeks
	Content
	Activities

	Week 01
	Lesson 1 What radio is
Lesson 2 Historical Background of radio
	Class Discussion: Role of Radio in the age of internet

	Week 02
	Lesson 3 Objectives of broadcasting in Pakistan
Lesson 4 News Values I
Lesson 5 News Values II
	Class Discussion on News Values 

	Week 03
	Lesson 6 News values and elements of news
Lesson 7 Measuring the importance of news & Types of news
	Class Activity: Betting news stories from newspaper for Radio Bulletins 

	Week 04
	Lesson 8 Types of news stories
Lesson 09 Sources of news
	Assignment No 01: Bring different types of news stories and their sources (5 Marks)

	Week 05
	Lesson 10  Reporting
Lesson 11 A successful radio reporter
	Class Activity: Discussion on different types of news reports 

	Week 06
	Lesson 12 Interpretative Reporting 
Lesson 13 Investigative Reporting
	Midterm examination

	Week 07
	Lesson 14 Types of interview
Lesson 15 Essentials of good interview
	Assignment No02: develop an interview questionnaire for radio and record it using mobile phones (5marks)

	Week 08
	Lesson 16 Radio news glossary
Lesson 17 Fundamentals of news writing
	Class activity: Develop a news story for radio using news writing techniques 

	Week 09
	Lesson 18 Essentials of a newscaster
Lesson 19 Production and Planning
	Class Discussion: BBC, DW and VOA radio news bulletins 

	Week 10
	Lesson 20 Producer and Budgeting
Lesson 21 Jargons of Production
	Class discussion: Financing and budgeting a radio show 

	Week 11
	Lesson 22 Types of Talk
Lesson 23 Discussion
	Assignment:03 Develop a proposal for radio discussion show

	Week12
	Lesson 24 Radio Feature, Drama and Documentary
	Assignment No 04: develop a script for radio documentary or feature

	Week13
	Lesson 25 Special Audience Program
Lesson 26 Sports Program
Lesson 27 Ethics and limitations of media
	Class Discussion: Class discussion on ethical dilemmas in contemporary radio world 

	Week 14
	Final Examination 
	Written Examination



Books Recommended: 

1. Broadcast News Handbook By Tuggle, Carr & Huffman. McGraw Hill , NY. 
2. Broadcast Journalism By Boyd, Stewart & Alexander, Focal Press, NY.
3. The Radio Handbook by Pete Wilby & Andy Conroy, Routledge, London.
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