Course Outline Historical Linguistics

Instructor’s Information
Name: Farheen Saeed
Office Location:  D 01
Counseling Hours: 11-12pm Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Email address:  farheensaeed@fccollege.edu.pk
Course Information
Course Code:  LING 320        Course Title:     Historical Linguistics                          

Credit hours: 03
Course Description 
Historical Linguistics is a diachronic exploration of language change in terms of phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and discourse. This course will focus on the theoretical frameworks which address why and how languages change within themselves and cross linguistically in the aforementioned areas of any language and the sociolinguistic influences which cause creole, convergence and language death.

[bookmark: _1fob9te]Course Outcomes
[bookmark: _ppdt9bqxzr8n][bookmark: _tyjcwt]The aim of this course is to:
· To highlight the reasons and the ways by which languages change: phonetically, psychologically, morphologically, syntactically and semantically.
· To investigate the language reconstruction.
· To discover and apply the methods by which genetic relationships amongst languages can be demonstrated.

Learning Outcomes:

The learners will be able to :
· Know the reasons and the ways by which languages change: phonetically, psychologically, morphologically, syntactically and semantically.
· To know the theoretical frameworks of  language reconstruction.
· To know the methods by which genetic relationships amongst languages can be demonstrated.

Recommended Readings: 
1- An Introduction to Historical Linguistics (Paperback)  by Terry Crowley
2- Historical Linguistics by Herbert Schendl Series Editor: H. G. Widdowson
3- Understanding Language Change  by April M.S. McMahon

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
· Students are required to attend 90% of the classes and come to class on time. 
· It is compulsory for all the students to take tests, exams and presentations on appointed days. No re-take will be arranged.
· Assignments: All the written assignments must be in the typed and printed form. No hand written assignment will be acceptable. 
· Cheating: If a student is found guilty of cheating in an exam s/he will immediately be given an F grade in that exam. His/her cheating case will be immediately forwarded to Academic Integrity Committee (AIC) of the university.
· Plagiarism: If a student’s speech is plagiarized from internet or copied from another student’s work, the student will be given F grade in that assignment/speech.
· The case of plagiarism will be immediately forwarded to AIC
·   No retake of that plagiarised assignment/speech will be taken.
· Mobile Phones: All the students are required to put their mobile phones on silent. If anyone’s phone rings during the class, the student will be immediately marked absent.
· During exams and quizzes all the students are required to place all their cell phones (either one or two) on the table placed in front of the room. If anyone is caught with a cell phone during the exam, it will be considered equivalent to cheating (whether the student was cheating or not) and the student will be given an F grade and the case will be forwarded to (AIC). 
[bookmark: _30j0zll]
Course Evaluation 
	Assignments
	30

	Midterm 
	30

	Final Paper 
	40

	Total
	100







Grading   System:
	GRADES
	QUALITY POINTS
	NUMERICAL VALUE
	INTERPRETATION

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	Good

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	Satisfactory

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Failing





Tentative Weekly Schedule


	LING 320
	Class Topic
	Readings
	Major Assignments

	1
	Ice Breaking Activities
Introduction to Historical Linguistic

	

	

	2
	Principles of Language Change

	
	

	3
	Proto Languages
	
	

	4
	Types of Sound Change Metathesis ,
Fusion, Fission, and Breaking

	
	

	5
	Expressing Sound Changes
	
	


	6
	Borrowing
	

	


	7
	Analogical Change
	
	

	8
	Mid Term 
	
	
(Midterm)

	9
	Phonetic and Phonemic Change
	
	

	10
	The Comparative Method (1 ): Procedures
	
	

	11
	Determining Relatedness
	
	

	12
	The Comparative Method (2): History and Challenges
	
	

	13
	Writing and Philology: The Role of Written Records
	
	

	14
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Quantitative Approaches to Historical Linguistics
	
	

	15
	FINAL EXAM
	
	Final Portfolio





2

