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Email: Qalandarmemon@fccollege.edu.pk

COURSE DESCRIPTION:	
The course examines the debates concerning the nature of political rights and duties, and the justification of political theories such as Utilitarianism, Marxism, and Democracy. Of special interest will be the classic documents
influencing contemporary discussion, such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Discourse on Inequality, J. S. Mill’s On Liberty, Che Guevara, Global Justice: Liberation and Socialism, Gandhi, All Men are Brothers, Robert Nozick, Anarchy, Society and Utopia, John Rawls, A Theory of Justice.
	

Major Learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the systematic study of the subject matter of this course students will:

1	know the political theories that have dominated the mid nineteenth century to the present; (another course we do in Pol Sci does this: Modern Political Theory)

2	understand the central issues involved in establishing social order; (the course is rather raising questions of what is a ‘good social order’.

3.	evaluate the arguments that have been used to assess and establish or change the political systems that have dominated political thought and action from mid nineteenth century to the present; and

4	analyze the logical relationship between a political theory and a constitution.


COURSE OBJECTIVES 
To achieve these major learning outcomes students will:

1	know the political theories that have dominated the mid nineteenth century to the present by:

a.	listing the major political theories that have been put in place among the nations during this period, such as, “The (19th Century) German Federation,” “Fascism,” “Mixed Democracy,” “Socialism,” etc.;
b.	describing the identifying features of each of these theories, such as “parliamentary system,” “people’s congress,” “republicanism,” “federalism,” etc.;
c.	describing the ways in which marketing forces interact with social values, such as, media image making and the quality of the environment, centralized planning and individual needs, global outreach and the process of distributing wealth, etc.


2	understand the central issues involved in establishing social order by:

a.	discussing the distinction between the state and civil society;
b.	debating the clash between individual welfare and social justice;
c.	illustrating organized attempts to reconcile individual rights and social welfare;



PHIL 303/PLSC 303	Contemporary Political Philosophy	Page 2

3.	evaluate the arguments that have been used to establish or change the political systems that have dominated political thought and action from mid nineteenth century to the present by:

a.	spelling out the reasoning used to support the claims in favor of social order and reform, such as Guevara’s argument that social justice is logically prior to individual justice, or for the corruptive influence of currency, Mill’s four point argument in support of freedom of expression, constructing arguments needed to support the first 9 statements (part one) of the Arusha Declaration, etc.;
b.	interpreting the attempts to outline appropriate goals for social order, such as assessing what might be useful in defending or rejecting the elements of the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.;
c.	assessing the strengths and weaknesses of representative government, such as the contradiction between one vote for each citizen and the distribution of what is needed in a society to access what everyone in the society agrees is valued, the justification of governmental control of the economic support for a society vs. the governmental support for industrious individual incentive, etc.;
d.	critiquing the claims made that particular forms of government are selective in their support of the necessities of life for individuals, such as the claim that democracy is fundamentally the rule of the lowest level of selfish interests in humanity, or that socialism necessarily eliminates individual incentive to produce to the fullest extent of individual abilities, or that fascism is vulnerable to the power of a strong individual or an elite, or that communism destroys the social building block of the family, etc. ;
e.	testing the empirical claims of governmental systems to improve the welfare of their citizens, such as the quality of health care in the socialist society of Denmark or of Sweden is superior to that of any other society, or that the great growth rate in the middle class in China is due to the mixed socialism of the People’s Republic, etc.


4	analyze the logical relationship between a political theory and a constitution.by:

a.	distinguishing the connections between the justification of fundamental rights in a political theory and the provisions of a constitution or a declaration of the formation of a constitution, such as the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration of Human Rights, Rawls’ veil of  ignorance and the concept of distributive justice, etc.;
b.	organizing their own constitution on the basis of an agreed upon statement of fundamental rights;
c.	classifying the types of constitution that have characterized contemporary political systems, such as constitutions that balance authority by distinguishing areas of responsibility, or constitutions that vest authority in congresses that regularly meet but are not made up of professional legislators nor have a guaranteed continuity of public service, or constitutions that balance authority by independent service entities (legislative branch, service and welfare branch, bureaucratic council branch, etc.), etc.;
d.	translating fundamental human rights into structures that are constitutionally able to carry out the mandates of these rights, such as the right that might be defended for individual dignity in dying with the possibility that the care of the most vulnerable members of society is compromised, or the possible right to possess and own individual and  personal property in the light of the use of that property to give preference without merit to citizens depriving other citizens of property, or the proposed right to freedom of expression in the light of the damage that can be done to the identity of the society which allows such a right, or the restrictions that might be justified in the legislation of morality, etc.
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Criterion for Performance Standard

The minimum requirement for successful completion of the course is that students demonstrate mastery, at 60% accuracy, of each of the above stated objectives through classroom measurements developed by the instructor.

[bookmark: _1mj8ufm4qlca]Course Policies:
Research papers                        			50%
Final Exam 							50%
Selected Readings

· An Introduction to Political Philosphy by Jonathan Wolff, London, Oxford, 2006. 
· The Republic,  by Plato
· Gorgias by Plato, London, Penguin, 1960.
· A Discourse on Inequality by Rousseau, London, Penguin, 1984. 

· On Liberty and Other Essays by John Stuart Mill, London, Oxford, 1991.  
· Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism  by Kwame Nkrumah, London, Panaf, 2004.
· An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals by David Hume, New York, Oxford, 2002.  (specially the chapter ON Justice). 
· A Theory of Justice  by John Rawls, New York, Oxford, 1999.
· Global Justice: Liberation and Socialism by Che Guevara, New Dehli, LeftWord, 2002.
· Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach by Martha Nussbaum
· All Men Are Brothers by Gandhi, New York, Viva-Continuum 
Edition, 2007. 
· The Arusha Declaraton by Juluis Nyerere: 
http://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nyerere/1967/arusha-declaration.htm





Course Schedule

	First Week
	Introduction

	
	


	Second Week
	Plato

	
	


	Third Week
	Dialogic/Class discussion: Nature of State: Justification of State and Rights.

	Fourth Week
	Discussion: Liberty

	Fifth Week
	Discussion: Equality

	Sixth Week
	Rousseau - Discourse on the Origins of Inequality

	Seventh Week
	Rousseau - Discourse on the Origins of Inequality

	Eighth Week
	Mill- On Liberty 

	Ninth Week
	Mill - On Liberty

	Tenth Week
	John Rawls: A Theory of Justice

	Eleventh Week
	John Rawls: A Theory of Justice. 

	Twelfth Week
	John Rawls: A Theory of Justice. 

	
	


	Thirteenth Week 
	Third World Thinkers.

	Fourteenth Week
	Third World Thinkers.

	Fifteenth Week
	Revision



►Final exams according to college date-sheet 

