SOCL 430: Sociology of Consumption 

                                                       Fall 2021
Instructor : Dr. Shamaila Athar 

Office: F- 103
E-mail: shamailaathar@fccollege.edu.pk

Course Description

Examines consumption and consumer behaviour, trends in consumption by emphasizing socio-cultural aspects of consumption, goods, meanings of signs, political economy of consumption, welfare and well-being and social stratification of consumption, development of consumer behaviour by focusing on production, marketing, distribution, sale and appropriation of goods and products having various social identities.

Course Objectives

· Critically assess the significance of consumer culture as an area of major sociological concern, 

· Synthesize a variety of interdisciplinary approaches in a broadly sociological understanding of modern consumer society, 

· Recognize the socially and historically specific nature of our understanding of consumption. 
Couse Pre requisites
SOCL 201 & SOCL 301

Topics being Covered
	
	Readings
	Additional Readings

	Week 1: Introduction: What is Consumption?
	Chapter 1 
	Warde, A. (1990). Introduction to the sociology of consumption. Sociology, 24(1), 1-4. Retrieved August 18, 2021, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/42854621


	Week 2: Theories of Consumption
	Chapter 2
	Storey, J. (2017). Theories of consumption. Taylor & Francis.

	Week 3: Theories of Consumption
	Chapter 2
	Antonides, G. (1989). An attempt at integration of economic and psychological theories of consumption. Journal of economic psychology, 10(1), 77-99.



	Week 4: The historical development of consumer culture
	
	“Consumer Culture, History of” - Paolo Magaudda

	Week 5: Modernity, post modernity and consumer culture
	
	“Consumer Culture and Postmodernism” - Prasidh Raj Singh

	Week 6: Consumption, identity and the construction of self
	
	“Postmodernism, Consumer Culture and the Society of the spectacle” – Alladi Venkatesh
“Postmodern consumer culture without postmodernity: copying the crisis of signification” -  Myung Koo Kang

“The postmodern consumer: an identity constructor?” - Manel Hamouda

	Week 7: Consumption and leisure
	
	https://academic.oup.com/ej/article-abstract/119/541/F497/5089470
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article-abstract/103/1/51/1868550


	Week 8: Shops and Shopping: the Department Store
	Chapter 4
	A history of the department store

http://www.bbc.com/culture/bespoke/story/20150326-a-history-of-the-department-store/index.html
https://www.insider.com/department-stores-evolution-then-now-photos-2019-1#bonwit-teller-was-once-a-prominent-luxury-department-store-in-new-york-city-13

	Week 9: Mid Term Examination
	
	

	Week 10: The development of eating habits/food
	
	https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/109019818200900208
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1046/j.1440-6047.11.supp3.7.x


	Week 11: Consumption and food
	
	https://books.google.com.pk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=HEI3DAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=consumption+and+food&ots=mFS9N6GWSv&sig=bsdBV_lHQgdqN74GPd1UZhffzpI&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=consumption%20and%20food&f=false


	Week 12: Consumption and shopping
	
	https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09654319908720498
http://www.mmaglobal.org/publications/MMJ/MMJ-Issues/2013-Spring/MMJ-2013-Spring-2013-Complete.pdf#page=64


	Week 13: Consumption and fashion
	
	https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jacqueline-Eastman/publication/294698518_Status_consumption_and_fashion_behavior_An_exploratory_study/links/574a25ef08ae2e0dd30188fa/Status-consumption-and-fashion-behavior-An-exploratory-study.pdf
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/03090560410539294/full/html


	Week 14: The contradictions of consumer culture
	
	https://academic.oup.com/jcr/article-abstract/29/1/70/1796224
https://www.acrwebsite.org/volumes/11444/volumes/e06/E-06;



	Week 15: Project Presentations
	
	

	Week 16: Project Presentations
	
	

	
	
	


The instructor reserves the right to change or amend the syllabus as needed. Students will be notified of any changes in course requirements or policies.
Assessment/ Grade Distribution (choose as applicable) 

Assignment & Viva before mid                 40%

Assignment & Viva after mid                    40%

Class Participation & attendance               10%

Presentation                                               10%

A change if any in the assessment/grading would be notified to all.
Text Book

Corrigan, P. (1997). The sociology of consumption: an introduction. Sage.
Reading material would be shared on Moodle

Classroom Participation & Policies 

The goal of this course is to foster your own learning of the material. Plagiarism is a serious offense and would result in an F grade in the course.

“Plagiarism, or literary theft, is defined as appropriating the literary composition of another person, including parts, passages, or language of the writing, and passing off the appropriate material as one’s own. Plagiarism is the failure to give proper credit or citation to one’s sources of information. It includes the failure to use conventional methods of documentation for material quoted or paraphrased. Additionally, plagiarism includes allowing someone else to compose or rewrite an assignment for a student.” 

Please refer to university policy for more information. If plagiarism is observed disciplinary action will be taken.
 Periodic in-class discussions and small group work are necessary for this to occur. Thus, your attendance is required. Every effort should be made to arrive to class on time (applies both to in person and online classes). If students are more than five minutes late in the beginning of the class they would not be allowed to enter the class or if they leave the class earlier they will be marked absent.

· Assignment if submitted late would result in 1 mark deduction with every passing day.

· The only work that would be graded is the one that is submitted on moodle.  No work shall be sent through other medium such as whatsapp or email.

· Failing to meet 70% attendance in the course will result in F grade. No work that is submitted would be graded if you have not taken classes or attendance is below 70%.

