SOCL 170: Environmental Sociology 
Instructor : Athar Azeem 
Office: F- 102
E-mail: atharazeem@fccollege.edu.pk	
Course Description
There exists a dialectic relationship between society and our natural environment. The course will be an attempt to introduce the field of environmental sociology enabling students to see environment in the light of sociological perspectives. A central aim of this course is to illuminate the students about the relationship that they have with their environment highlighting how ecological issues are social problems.
Course Objectives
1. To enhance understanding of the society by highlighting its relation to the environment
2. To enable the students to see environment with the lens of sociological perspectives
3. To see the environmental issues in a critical way
Topics to be covered
1. Environmental Sociology: Emergence and Relevance
2. Classical and Contemporary Theoretical Approaches to Environmental Sociology
3. Social Institutions and Environmental Changes 
4. The concept of ecological modernization
5. Sustainable Ecology: Sustainable consumption and technology
6. Environmental Justice
7. Political Ecology
8. Environmental Activism and Social Movements
9. Environmental Issues: Analysis, Action, and Policy

Quizzes, Assignments and Presentation Schedule (tentative)

	1
	Introduction to environmental sociology

	2
	Individualistic, Naturalistic and sociological features, Environment and sociology

	3
	Social Interaction, The Nature and Basis of Social Interaction, Status, Roles, Power and Authority, Role Allocation (Assignment),  presentation


	4
	Relationship between society and nature, Godden’s theory of structuralism and its suitability as a tool for sociological investigation of environmental issues, Co-evolution concept presentation

	5
	Relationship between society and nature, Godden’s theory of structuralism and its suitability as a tool for sociological investigation of environmental issues, Co-evolution concept presentation

	6
	Relationship between society and nature. Environmental sociology:  (Assignment), presentation

	7
	History and development, Concepts: “Socio-Environmental Relations”;,   (quiz, test  ), presentation


	8
	Co-evolution”; “Societal metabolism”; “Human expansionism”, Interdisciplinary approach to environmental issues, Constructive approaches in environmental sociology, Social commitments. Environment and development:. Presentation

	9
	Mid term 

	10
	Co-evolution”; “Societal metabolism”; “Human expansionism”, Interdisciplinary approach to environmental issues, Constructive approaches in environmental sociology, Social commitments. Environment and development:

	11
	Development, Environmentalism and conservation in developed and developing countries (Assignment) presentation

	12
	Sustainable development, Political economy and political ecology, Presentation

	13
	Environmental social movements, Gender and environment: Women and environment, Gendered nature of environmental issues Presentation

	14
	Environmental degradation and women, Eco-feminism, (Assignment) presentation

	15
	Environment and societies: International and national perspectives; e.g. America; Asia; Africa; Europe and Pakistan. Environmental management, Public policy, Behavior.
. Presentation

	16
	Final term



The instructor reserves the right to change or amend the syllabus as needed. Students will be notified of any changes in course requirements or policies.

Assessment/ Grade Distribution 
Assignment & Viva before mid                 40%
Assignment & Viva after mid                    40%
[bookmark: _GoBack]Class Participation & attendance               10%
Presentation                                                10%

A change if any in the assessment/grading would be notified to all.
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5. Classroom Participation & Policies 
6. 
7. The goal of this course is to foster your own learning of the material. Plagiarism is a serious offense and would result in an F grade in the course.
8. 
9. “Plagiarism, or literary theft, is defined as appropriating the literary composition of another person, including parts, passages, or language of the writing, and passing off the appropriate material as one’s own. Plagiarism is the failure to give proper credit or citation to one’s sources of information. It includes the failure to use conventional methods of documentation for material quoted or paraphrased. Additionally, plagiarism includes allowing someone else to compose or rewrite an assignment for a student.” 
10. Please refer to university policy for more information. If plagiarism is observed disciplinary action will be taken.
11. 
12.  Periodic in-class discussions and small group work are necessary for this to occur. Thus, your attendance is required. Every effort should be made to arrive to class on time (applies both to in person and online classes). If students are more than five minutes late in the beginning of the class they would not be allowed to enter the class or if they leave the class earlier they will be marked absent.

