LING 413: COURSE OUTLINE 
Instructor’s Information
Name: Maheen Zia
Office Location:  F-111
Counseling Hours: will be communicated once finalized 
Email address:  maheenzia@fccollege.edu.pk 
Course Information:
Course Code: LING 413                                 
Course Title: Sociolinguistics 
Credit hours: 03
Course Description 
This course addresses the interdependence of language and culture in various sociological contexts and covers basic sociolinguistic theoretical models and methodologies. It also focuses on various aspects of human behavior and sociocultural interaction that affect language use, and explores diversity in language in relation to age, gender, region, social class, ethnicity and national origin. An exploration of attitudes and ideologies about the language varieties and choices with an emphasis on speech community and dialect will be of particular importance to understanding this relationship in diverse cultures.
Objectives:
1. Engage critically in discussion, debate on sociolinguistic topics and make informed judgments on language issues.
2. Demonstrate familiarity with basic principles of sociolinguistic research methodology and be able to critically appraise research in this area.
3. Apply the knowledge acquired throughout the course to real world examples and to their own personal experiences as language users.
Readings:
· An Introduction to Sociolinguistics (5th edition) by Ronald Wardhaugh
· The Study of Language (5th edition) by George Yule – for revision and limited topics only
· Other readings and audio & video clips  – will be shared in class
Grading Legend:
	GRADES
	QUALITY POINTS
	NUMERICAL VALUE
	INTERPRETATION

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	Good

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	Satisfactory

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Failing



Tentative Weekly Schedule:
	Week 
	Topics 
	Assessment 

	1 
	Introduction to Sociolinguistics
	-

	2 & 3
	Revision of concepts studied for LING 217
Language and place: linguistic variation across regional lines, dialects, accents 
Dialect maps (isogloss), diglossia (and triglossia) Pidgins and creoles 
Review of available research literature on the topic

	Research-based assignment 

	4 & 5
	Language and class: linguistic variation across different social strata (upper, lower and middle)
Sociolects, style, register, jargon, slang
Social markers (William Labov’s study)
Review of available research literature on the topic

	Research-based assignment

Social experiment 

	6
	Speech community – Definitions, Intersecting Communities, Networks, Repertoires

	Home task 

	7
	MID TERM ASSESSMENTS 
	

	8 & 9
	Language and gender: how one’s gender determines their use of language – gender and language features
Gender stereotypes, gender and culture
Gender-neutral languages and Whorfian hypothesis
Same and opposite gender interactions 
Review of available research literature on the topic

	Research-based assignment

	10 & 11
	Language planning: policies that deal with language
Language planning process, ideologies, issues
Language planning across different parts of the world – variety of situations
Multilingual/multiethnic societies
Language planning and education - Single National Curriculum (SNC)
Review of available research literature on the topic

	Analytical Assignment 

	12 & 13
	Project Guidelines
Selection & finalization of topics
Undertaking the research
 
	-

	14
	Project submission & presentation
	

	15
	Revision 
	-

	16
	FINAL EXAM
	



Course Evaluation:
	Assignments 
	30

	Project 
	30

	Mid + Final Exam 
	30

	Class Participation 
	10

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Total 
	100 



