WRCM 102--K
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Instructor: Dr. Naveed Rehan
Office Location: F-2; ext. 842
Counseling Hours: Tuesday 3:30-5:00 pm and by appointment
Email address: naveedrehan@fccollege.edu.pk
Class venue & time: E-137, MWF 2:00-2:50 PM

Course Description
This course is a continuation of Writing and Communication 101. Students will build on what they learned in WRCM 101 and learn to write plagiarism-free research essays. They will also learn how to make two different kinds of speeches.

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students will:
· Understand how to craft a research paper, deliver a compelling speech, and form an annotated bibliography.
· Be confident in using English for academic writing.
· Know how to efficiently use MLA documentation style for formatting their papers while avoiding plagiarism.
· Be able to contribute thoughtfully to a scholarly conversation.
· Be able to connect argumentation strategies with what they observe in real life 
· Be able to research independently and write about any topic of their choice.
· Discover their personal strengths and weaknesses related to writing, speaking, and listening and identify the strategies for improvement.
· Understand the context of and value others’ opinions on their chosen topics.
· Learn to fashion solutions related to the debates/controversies together.

Class Policies
1. Attendance at lectures is mandatory. Students may not miss class without a valid reason. Students with short attendance may not be able to pass the class, even if their assignments are complete. If any classes are held online, attendance would mean that the students would not only log in but give evidence of being present and attentive throughout the class by answering questions and contributing to class discussions. 
2. Students may not arrive late or leave the class early without the instructor’s permission or they may be marked absent for the class. The grace period is strictly 10 minutes. 
3. Students are expected to prepare for the upcoming class by consulting the course outline or the instructor and come to class having read the material to be discussed. They must also bring the text(s) being studied to class that day.
4. Papers should be word-processed on A4 size paper with one-inch margins all around and written in 12 pt. font in Times New Roman. Please follow the MLA citation style for references. Students must proofread their assignments for errors before handing them in. Students who are on campus at the time the assignment is due will hand in hard copies. Others will upload them to Moodle. EMAILED ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED EXCEPT WITH MY APPROVAL. Most assignments will also be uploaded to Turnitin.
5. Deadlines for assignments are to be strictly followed. Instructors reserve the right to reject late assignments. If, in exceptional circumstances, the instructor accepts late work at her discretion, a minimum of one mark will be deducted from the assignment for each day that the assignment is late. 
6. Plagiarism (intended or unintended) will lead to a failing grade. Note that incorrect or missing citations can also be counted as plagiarism. Students must familiarize themselves with ways to avoid plagiarism at: <https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html>
FCC’s plagiarism policy can be found here: https://www.fccollege.edu.pk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/FCCU-Plagiarism-Policy.pdf
7. Class sessions will not be recorded. Students must keep cell phones tuned off or muted during class sessions. 
8. Students are strictly prohibited from approaching instructors regarding the grading of assignments and/or trying to influence them in any way by means of excessive pleading, repeated emails, accusations or threats. Instructors reserve the right to report such cases to University administration. 
9. Students are required to check their FCC email and Moodle accounts regularly. Questions and concerns are to be channeled through the class representatives, who should check with me before communicating information to the class. 
10. Grading is absolute.

Course Evaluation
Attendance/CP									15%
Assignments & quizzes			 	 				15%
Annotated Bibliography (at least 3 sources)						10%
Research Essay (1st Draft)								10%
Peer Critiques										10%
Speech 1 (Controversy Analysis)							10%
Speech 2 (Pecha Kucha)								10%
Research Essay (final draft)						 		20%	

FCC Grading Scheme
	
GRADES
	QUALITY POINTS
	NUMERICAL VALUE
	INTERPRETATION

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	Good

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	Satisfactory

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	Passing

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Failing


	

Required Texts
The Little, Brown Essential Handbook by Jane E. Aaron 
Internet resources will be shared electronically.



Tentative Schedule

Surprise quizzes can be taken at any time

Week 1
Session 1—Nov 1, 2021 
-Introduction to the course
-Diagnostic essay
-Class work on assigned reading.

Week 2
-Introductory warning about plagiarism
-Turnitin, Moodle etc.
- Aaron Handbook pp. 19-23 “Assessing the Writing Situation”

Week 3
-Discussion on Aaron
-The importance of citations
-Sample essays
-Brainstorming essay topics
-Library instruction session 
-How to avoid plagiarism
-Turnitin
-Read for next class:
Aaron pp. 45-63 “Thesis and Organization”
	Aaron p. 616 “Summary and Paraphrase” 

Week 4
-Discussion on readings from Aaron
-How to format your paper in MLA style
-The Art of Precis Writing
-Classwork: summarizing an essay
-H.W. More practice with summary. Essay given

Week 5
-Reading student summaries in class.
-Paraphrasing practice. HW given
-Reading student responses in class.
-How to frame a controversy

Week 6
Research and Documentation. Aaron p. 558 (Part 9)
-Planning a Research Project
-Thesis statement and essay map
-Paragraphs

Week 7
-Thesis statement and essay map writing practice
-Annotated Bibliography

Week 8
-Finding Sources
-Working with Sources
-Avoiding Plagiarism
-Quoting correctly
-Documenting Sources
-Writing the Paper
-Using MLA Documentation and Format
-Two Research Papers in MLA Style

Week 9
Logical fallacies
Transitions
Preparing for Speech 1—Presenting your controversial topic.

Week 10 (ends  31 Dec.)
Speech 1 prep contd. Sample speeches
Speech 1 presentations

Week 11 (starts 
Speech 1 presentations
Speech 1 presentations

Week 12
First draft due
Peer review & writing the final draft

Week 13
Conciseness
Parallelism
Apostrophes

Week 14
Preparing PechaKucha Speeches
PechaKucha Speeches

Week 15
PechaKucha Speeches
Final essay due. No extensions.
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