[bookmark: _GoBack]PLSC  302 (A) Modern Political Theory			
Anmol Yasmin Ahmed		Class: E344 https://meet.google.com/drw-yfgg-fdy 
Instructor Contact Details
Email: anmolahmed@fccollege.edu.pk
Mobile (Text ONLY in case of emergencies, never call): 03364042321
Office: E-042, cubicle A6/Google meet (https://meet.google.com/mit-qxxt-vif) [TR 14:00-15:00]
Guidelines for contacting instructor: 
What is the best way to contact the instructor? Email
When is it okay to text the instructor? Only if you have an emergency, you may send me a text. In such cases, I advise you to first send an email and if you are pressed for time, you may send me a text as well.
When can I call the instructor? You may not call me. If we need to talk about something over the phone, please wait for me to contact you.
How will we hold online office hours? I will hold online office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays on Google meet. You may join anytime between 14:00 to 15:00. If someone is there before you, you will be sent to the (virtual) waiting room and once I am finished speaking to the first student, I will admit you in the meeting (just like we would if you were coming to my office).
What if the office hours don’t work for me? In that case, please send me an email. We can schedule a meeting at a time that works for you and me (in person or online).
General Guidelines for the course:
Keeping in view the current context, please know that everything from the assignments to the deadlines as well as the content being covered throughout the course is flexible. Should you have different ideas or face any issues, please talk to the instructor as soon as possible. Students are discouraged from waiting until the end of the semester to share problems or concerns. It is the student’s responsibility to share with the instructor any issues, concerns or ideas that they may face. Please keep in mind that some problems require time to be resolved- reaching out to the instructor at the last hour thus makes things more difficult. Help me help you!
Course Description:
Mode of Instruction (Asynchronous/Synchronous): Blended
Where can I find course readings and lecture videos? Moodle
How will the classes be conducted? 
The instructor will post readings and you will be expected to read them before class. 
On Tuesdays we will go over the readings together and Thursdays will be reserved for class discussion. In other words, you can expect Tuesdays to be more like a traditional lecture-based class and on Thursdays you will first be divided into small groups of 5 and given 10-15 minutes to discuss the readings and Tuesday’s lecture followed by a full class discussion. 
This means that Thursday class length may vary depending on how the class discussion goes (i.e. if you aren’t contributing to the discussion, we may end class early).
The instructor will then make short videos (10-15 minutes) summarizing the readings, the lecture and key points of discussion of the week (this may not be enough to understand everything covered that week so you might want to get in touch with your classmates to help you catch up).
Considerations for Students with Limited Internet/Technology Access 
In case you have difficulty with the internet, please focus on the assigned readings and regularly posted videos. The major chunk of the course actually depends on your 3 research papers. These can be done ahead of time and you can also share your working draft with the instructor to ensure you get a good grade. Attendance of class sessions is not mandatory and you will not be penalized for missing any classes. You do however have to attempt weekly quizzes with your class partner(s). You may choose to contact that person by phone or any other method that does not require internet. If you still can’t manage to do the weekly assignments, please be sure to contact your instructor ahead of time and we will figure out an alternative strategy for you.
Course Objectives 
1.	Gain familiarity with key concepts and debates in political theory
2.	Acquire knowledge of the important writings of key political thinkers and traditions
3.	Develop analytical skills of close reading and deep engagement with theories
4.	Develop critical skills in written and oral communication.
Syllabus
Module I: Early Modern Period
	Week
	Topic
	Assignments Due

	1
	Philosophy & Intellectual History
What is Philosophy?
What is Political theory?
What is Intellectual History? 
How to do philosophy and history
	Quiz 1
Group Assignment 1

	2
	Early Modern Thought in the Islamic World
What is the Early Modern Period?
Did Philosophy decline in the Islamic World in this period?
What are the salient features of the political thought of this period?
	Quiz 2
Group Assignment 2

Presentation topics: 
Philosophy under the Ottomans, Philosophy in the (Islamic) Subcontinent

	3
	Early Modern African perspectives
Precolonial African Philosophy in Arabic
The concept of Justice in precolonial Africa
The concept of consensus in precolonial Africa
	Quiz 3
Group Assignment 3

Presentation topic:
The Wiredu-Eze controversy- Bernard Matolino
Justice in African thought

	4
	Early Modern Western perspectives
Humanism; Reformation; Faith and Reason and the Scientific Revolution
	Quiz 4
Group Assignment 4
Presentation topics:
Petrarch           Bacon
 Herbert       Galileo
Montaigne       Newton
Luther             Pascal
Calvin             Pico

	5
	Government and Secularized Natural Law



	Paper I due

Presentation topics:
Grotius                Hobbes
Machiavelli


Module II: Late Modern Period
	Week
	Topic
	Assignments Due


	6
	Selected Political Theorists from the Western Tradition 
Introduction to Late Modern Period & Thought
Liberalism
Conservatism
Socialisms
Fascism
	Quiz 5
Group Assignment 5

Presentation topics:
Locke          Marx
Rousseau    Voltaire 
Kant            Bentham
Hegel          Anarchism
Burke          Fascism

	7
	Liberalism and Colonialism
JS Mill
Racism
Colonialism
	Quiz 6
Group Assignment 6

Presentation topics:
Eugenics, Race theory and modernity

	8
	Perspectives from Africa
Anti-Colonialism
The Negritude Movement
Francophone Post-colonialism
	Quiz 7
Group Assignment 7

Presentation topics:
Sartre         Camus
Césaire      Fanon 
Memmi      Nkrumah

	9
	Perspectives from South Asia
Nationalism
Anti-Imperialism
Socialisms
Pan-Islamism
Post-colonialism
Race and caste
	Quiz 8
Group Assignment 8

Presentation topics:
Ram Mohan Roy      B.C.Chattopadhyay
Dayananda Saraswati 
Jotiba Phule               Dadabhai Naoroji
M.G. Ranade                   B.G. Tilak
Gandhi                             Tagore
B.R. Ambedkar               J. Narayan
Jawaharlal Nehru            M.N. Roy
Bhagat Singh                   S. C. Bose
Ram Manohar Lohia      V.D. Savarkar
Pandita Ramabai           Bacha Khan
Muhammad Iqbal

	10
	Arab Political Thought
Islamic Feminism
Nationalism & Anti-imperialism
	Paper II due



Module III: Post-Modern Period
	Week
	Topic
	Assignments Due


	11
	Modernity & Its Critiques
Arendt, Habermas and Foucault Postmodern Period & Thought
	Quiz 9
Group Assignment 9

Presentation Topic:
TBA

	12
	Postcolonial & Decolonial Perspectives
	Quiz 10
Group Assignment 10

Presentation Topic:
TBA

	13
	Contemporary debates
	Quiz 11
Group Assignment 11

Presentation Topic:
TBA

	14
	Contemporary debates
	Quiz 12
Group Assignment 12

Presentation Topic:
TBA

	15
	Contemporary debates
	Paper III due



Grading Criteria
Presentation			5%
Group Assignments 		10%
Quiz				10%
Paper 1			25%
Paper 2			25%
Paper 3			25%
Grading Components Details
Presentation:
Students may sign up to present any of the recommended (additional) readings in the course outline. One paper may be presented by one student only and they will be assigned upon individual request.
This means if there is a certain paper that you really want to present, you should try to email me as soon as possible because if someone else signs up for it before you, it will no longer be up for grabs. 
These presentations will also not be assigned automatically, so if you don’t send me an email and sign yourself up, you will miss out on 5% of your grade.
Grading Rubric
Understanding		(20%)
Understanding means that you (a) accurately interpret evidence, statements, graphics, questions, etc. and (b) identify the salient arguments (reasons and claims)
Organization		(40%)
Clarity			(20%)
Coherence		(20%)
This means that your arguments are easy to follow and comprehend, that your presentation has a clear structure and that you walk us through the paper step by step
Supporting with examples from assigned text (20%)
This means that you are able to justify key arguments, explain assumptions and reasons through specific references to the assigned text
Critical analysis 	(20-40%)
This means that you (a) thoughtfully analyze and evaluate major alternative points of view and (b) draw warranted, judicious, non-fallacious conclusions

Group Assignments:
Every Saturday, groups on 5 will submit a one to two paragraph summary of what they learned throughout the previous week. The group members will rotate each week and it will not be up to the students to choose who they work with. The reflective reports must include the names and roll numbers of the students in the group, how each member participated to the writing of the summary (and if they didn’t) and which key points/concepts appealed the most to them.
Plagiarism will result in an F for the course
I would recommend you schedule online meetings on Thursday evenings with your groupmates and have a quick discussion about the past week’s readings; someone could choose to be in charge of scheduling the meeting, the second student could be the moderator, the third could volunteer to take minutes and the fourth student could write it up and the fifth student could proofread and send it to me. This is just a proposed model of course and you are free to do this whatever way you prefer! If things don’t work out with your groupmates, you may send me your reflections individually- although this is not preferred. 

Quizzes:
Every week students will attempt a short quiz based on the readings and class discussions. These quizzes will be open book and you may collaborate with other classmates when attempting it. However, each student will be required to make their own submission.
Usually you can attempt the quiz multiple times and you may take as long as you like to attempt it as well. I try my best to give students at least 24 hours to attempt the quiz so that gives you ample opportunity to do well on them. Tip: you can choose to do the quiz with your groupmates and that way you will have a structured discussion and good material to write your reports.

Paper 1:
The first paper will be a short research or argumentative essay that students must write on a topic, problem or theorist of their choosing from the Early-Modern Module.
Paper length should be 3-5 pages, double spaced. 
Paper 1 will be due at the end of Week 5
Individual assignment, plagiarism will result in an F for the course.
If you wish to write on a topic not covered in class, please be sure to discuss it with me ahead of time.
Paper 2:
The second paper will be a short research or argumentative essay that students must write on a topic, problem or theorist of their choosing from the Late-Modern Module
Paper length should be 3-5 pages, double spaced. 
Paper 2 will be due at the end of Week 10
Individual assignment, plagiarism will result in an F for the course.
If you wish to write on a topic not covered in class, please be sure to discuss it with me ahead of time.

Paper 3:
The third paper will be a short research or argumentative essay that students must write on a topic, problem or theorist of their choosing from the Post-Modern Module
Paper length should be 3-5 pages, double spaced. 
Paper 3 will be due at the end of Week 15
Individual assignment, plagiarism will result in an F for the course.
If you wish to write on a topic not covered in class, please be sure to discuss it with me ahead of time.
Grading Legend
Below is the grading legend of FCCU (published in all catalogues and available on the FCCU website) as approved by the Academic Council and applies for Fall as well 
	Grade
	Point Value
	Numerical Value
	Meaning

	A
	4.00
	93-100
	Superior

	A-
	3.70
	90-92
	

	B+
	3.30
	87-89
	Good

	B
	3.00
	83-86
	

	B-
	2.70
	80-82
	

	C+
	2.30
	77-79
	Satisfactory

	C
	2.00
	73-76
	

	C-
	1.70
	70-72
	

	D+
	1.30
	67-69
	Passing

	D
	1.00
	60-66
	

	F
	0.00
	59 or below
	Failing



