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International Relations (IR)- Sec-B


Introduction

Of all the students of the social sciences taught in universities, those concerned with IR probably encounter the greatest degree of misunderstanding and ignorance, and engage in more ground clearing, conceptual, factual and ethical, than any other. Halliday, F. Rethinking international relations. 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 1994) p.5

Introduction to the subject area

Students of this course are bound to ask the question – what exactly is IR? What distinguishes it from history or law, economics or political science? When did IR emerge as an academic subject? How has it changed over time? What does IR contribute to the sum of human knowledge? And why has it become one of the most popular twenty-first century social sciences, even though – according to Halliday at least – IR students must spend more time than most defending and defining their subject? The purpose of this course is to try and answer these questions while providing you with a foundation for some of the more specialised IR topics that you may choose to study in the coming years. We will look in some detail at both the real-world problems which IR addresses, and some of the essential theories it employs to understand the international system. This course does not presuppose a specialised knowledge of international affairs. On the other hand, it does assume that you will have a genuine interest in world politics and a willingness to expand your knowledge of geography and key moments in international history. This course is therefore a roadmap and guide to complex issues. Rather than trying to be exhaustive, it seeks to introduce you to a wide range of issues and problems that have preoccupied writers, scholars and policymakers for many decades – even centuries. Instead of arguing in favour of a specific approach or pointing to an absolute truth in IR, this course will ask you to think about international events in a systematic and critical fashion, coming to well-reasoned conclusions based on a combination of empirical observation and theoretical rigour. The aim, in other words, is to inform and stimulate and, in so doing, to get you to ask questions and think of answers that you may never have thought of before.


Syllabus

This course examines the evolution of IR and the international systems it describes, focusing especially on ways in which social structures bring order to our otherwise anarchic international society. In doing so it considers: the evolution of IR in practice and theory during the twentieth century; the impact of international history on the development of the discipline prior to 1919; the end of the Cold War and the failure of IR to predict this epochal shift; the nature of globalisation and its influence on the discipline’s main theories and concepts; the similarities and differences between mainstream approaches to IR; the alternatives presented by some of the discipline’s newer theoretical schools; the difficulties implicit in defining and limiting war between and within states; the contentious place of peace in international society; the role and responsibilities of the state as one actor among many in the international system; our changing understanding of international power; the impact of globalisation and the end of the Cold War on actors’ definitions of security; the difficulties of global governance in an anarchic international society; and the likely impact of Asia’s (especially China’s) rise on the units, processes and structures of the international system.

Aims of this course

This course aims to:
• explore the evolution of the discipline of IR over the past century by examining our changing understandings of order within the anarchic international system
• consider the impact of major historical events on the evolution of academic IR, including the ongoing impact of globalisation
• introduce you to a range of theoretical tools that will help you to examine the behaviour of international actors and the nature of international systems
• define and discuss some of the main concepts within the discipline, including war, peace, the state and power
• critically assess challenges facing contemporary international society, including security, global governance and the rise of East Asian actors.

Learning outcomes

At the end of the course, and having completed the Essential reading and activities, you should be able to:
• explain the relevance of key terms in IR
• identify the strengths and weaknesses of IR’s various theoretical approaches
• analyse international events from a variety of theoretical viewpoints
• describe the nature of units and social structures within the contemporary international system.

Topics-
Course topics will include the following:
1. What is international relations?
2. Theories of international relation
3. Brief history of modern international relations
4. National perspectives of different nations
5. Power
6. Balance of power
7. International security
8. Principal causes of war
9. International political economy
10. International trade & monetary system
11. International law
12. International organization
13. International integration and transnational participation
14. Future world order
Method of Instruction-
1. Lecture
2. Discussion
3. Group work
4. Video
Types of Assignments-
1. Two Essays (Mid and Final) 50%
2. White Board Animation (1) 10%
3. V-Log (1) 5%
4- Research Based Documentary group or individual (1) 20%
5- Writing Assignments (Five) 15%
Sample Text:
1. Understanding International Relations by Chris Brown and Kirsten Ainley 
2. Introduction to international relations M. Cox
image1.png
Estd. 1864

FORMAN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

(A CHARTERED UNIVERSITY)




