Course Outline Fall 2021
Psycholinguistics course code Ling414
Section A

Instructor: Rehana John (Assistant Prof) 
Department of English Language and Literature
Email: (rehanajohn@fccollege.edu.pk)
Room # 005 (Faculty Block)
Office Ext: 857
Cell: 03224760340
Office hours: MWF 1:00pm to 5:00pm, Tu:Th 1:30 to 3:30 pm (For appointments SMS) 
Description: This course provides an introduction to Psycholinguistics, which is the study of how human beings comprehend, perceive, produce and acquire first and second language. 

We will primarily be concerned with questions such as: 
· What does it mean to know a language? 
· What are the cognitive processes involved in language use?
· What social rules are associated with language use? 
· What brain mechanisms are active in language use?

Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:
· Read, comprehend, and summarize scientific articles in psycholinguistics.
· Write clearly and concisely about the study of psycholinguistics.
· Language and communication: is language specific to humans? Animal communication and human communication. 
· Presentation on first Language Acquisition
· Presentation on Second Language Acquisition
· The biological basis of language: language and the brain. General brain structure and function. Language areas and their function.
· The cognitive basis of language: how children learn language.
· The nature vs. nurture: behaviorism or an innate capacity for acquisition.
· Bilingualism and second language learning.
· The structure and content of the 'mental lexicon': how humans learn and store words, how they find the right word and understand the words of others.
· Language and memory: long-term memory and short-term (working) memory. Long-term memory and the schema theory. Meaning representations. Inference.
· Presentation on Language, Culture, and Cognition
· Receptive language skills: reading and listening. The whole-word approach vs. the decoding approach. Eye movement. Skilled and unskilled reading. Problems in the listening process.
· Wernicke area, Broca’s area, Aphesia and its types 


Pre-requisites: Introduction to Linguistics 217.
Course requirements and grading
Grading will be based on a 100-point total.

In-class reading responses/discussions/class participation (10 points)
Short question and answers (10 points)
Assignments (20 points)
Presentation of a research article, (20 points)
Presentation of final project (40 points)


Required Readings 
[Please read the relevant chapters in preparation for the class in question. I will point out which
chapter to read every class. We will not read all the chapters in the book; accordingly, the
exams and quizzes will only be based on the chapters that we read and discuss together.]
The following articles are also required readings for everyone.
Book: 
The Psychology of Language From Data to Theory, Second Edition
Trevor A.Harley, (University of Dundee, Scotland)
Online download link: 
http://www.al-edu.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Harley-Psychology-of-Language-From-Data-to-Theory.pdf

· Carroll, David W. 2008. Psychology of Language. 4th ed. 
· Language and mind by Norm Chomsky https://chomsky.info/1983____/
