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SOCL 220/ CRIM 220: Introduction to Criminology/Criminological Theory
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Credits: 3
Instructor:

· Shamaila Athar
· Location: F-103
· Contact: Email: shamailaathar@fccollege.edu.pk
Course Description 

Crime is one of the most contentious social issues in the today's world. Public debates, political campaigns, media reports, and family discussions circulate around questions of crime rates, the nature of punishment, and the roles of police, citizens, courts, communities, victims, etc. But what exactly is a crime? Who decides on categories of crime, the enforcement of criminal laws, the rules of a court room, prison policies, or correctional programs targeting those convicted of crimes? How can theoretical perspectives help explain crime and criminal justice? How do social issues become criminalized and how have societies – Pakistan in particular – approached fundamental questions of innocence, guilt, punishment, and justice? Questions about the intersection of crime and society, such as these, are at the heart of contemporary criminological debates in Pakistan. This class will serve as an introduction to the key topics in criminology; exploring history of criminological thought, from its emergence as a particular disciplinary undertaking, to its application across a spectrum of social issues in Pakistan.
Course Objectives / Learning Outcomes
The objective of the course is to provide students with basic understanding of crime as a social and legal phenomenon and the development of criminological thought over the years, while imbuing the ability to apply this knowledge to contemporary issues. By the end of the course, students should be comfortable discussing and writing about an array of issues/concepts related to crime. 

1. A general understanding of crime and its conceptualization in different parts of the world and in Pakistan;

2. Knowledge of the historical evolution of criminological thought;

3. A general comfort with the various theories, frameworks, schools, paradigms, etc., for understanding crime and society;

4. An understanding of criminalization processes;

5. Comfort in discussing a number of contemporary criminological issues in Pakistan; and 
6. An ability to critically analyze issues of crime and society from an academically-informed position.
Pre-Requisites: None
SOCL 100
Course Outline: 

1. Week 1: Crime and Criminology
1. Reading : Ch 1
2. Issue : What Criminologists Do: The Criminological Enterprise, A brief History of Criminology, Policies in Crime, Crime and the criminal Law & Ethical issues in Criminology.
2. Week 1: The Nature and Extent of Crime
3. Reading: Ch 2
4. Issue : Primary Sources of Crime Data, Policies in Crime, Culture, gender & Criminology, Current issues in Crime.
3. Week : Victims and Victimization
5. Reading : Ch 3
6. Issue : The Victim’s Role, Victimization’s Toll on Society, The nature of victimization.
4. Week : Choice Theory
7. Reading : Ch 4 

8. Issue : Development of Rational Choice Theory, Why do People commit Crime & Controlling Crime.
5. Week : Trait Theory
9. Reading Ch 5
10. Issue : Development of Trait Theory, Contemporary trait theory, Biological trait Theory
6. Week : Social Structure Theory
11. Reading Ch 6
12. Issue: Economic Structure and Crime, Culture Gender & Crime, Strain Theories.
7. Week : Social Process Theories
13. Reading Ch 7 

14. Issue ; Institutions of Socialization, Family Functioning & Crime, Social Learning Theories, Social Control Theory & Profiles in Crime ( Social Reaction Theory)
8. Week : Revision & Mid Week (Viva)
9. Week: Social Conflict & Critical Criminology
15. Reading Ch 8
16. Issue : Conflict & Crime, Origins of Critical Criminology. How Critical Criminologists Define Crime. How Critical Criminologists view the crime?
10. Week : Developmental Theories 
17. Reading Ch 9
18. Issue: Foundations of Developmental theories, Life-course fundamentals. Current issues in crime (self control)

11. Week : Violent Crime: Personal and Political
1. Reading Ch 10
2. Issue : Causes of Violence (personal traits, ineffective families, human instinct, exposure to violence, substance abuse, firearm availability etc.). The honor killing of women and girls (forcible rape, murder and homicide, assault & battery), robbery & political violence and terrorism.
12. Week : Property Crimes
1. Reading Ch 11
2.Issue : History of theft, contemporary thieves, larceny/theft. Profiles in crime invasion: credit card theft, auto theft, bad checks, fraud, embezzlement etc.
13. Week : Presentations
14. Week : Enterprise Crime: White collar crime, Cyber Crime and organized crime
1. Reading Ch 12
2. Issue: Enterprise crime, white-0collar crime, components of white collar crime, theories of white collar crime, cyber-crime, extents and costs of cyber-crime & organized crime.
The instructor reserves the right to change or amend the syllabus as needed. Students will be notified of any changes in course requirements or policies.
Assessment/ Grade Distribution (choose as applicable) 

Quiz                                                10%

Mid Term Examination                    30%

Final Term Examination                  40%

Class Participation & attendance    10%

Presentation                                    10%

Text Book

Siegel, L. (2010). Criminology: The core: Cengage learning.
Classroom Participation & Policies 

The goal of this course is to foster your own learning of the material. Plagiarism is a serious offense and would result in an F grade in the course.
“Plagiarism, or literary theft, is defined as appropriating the literary composition of another person, including parts, passages, or language of the writing, and passing off the appropriate material as one’s own. Plagiarism is the failure to give proper credit or citation to one’s sources of information. It includes the failure to use conventional methods of documentation for material quoted or paraphrased. Additionally, plagiarism includes allowing someone else to compose or rewrite an assignment for a student.” 
Please refer to university policy for more information. If plagiarism is observed disciplinary action will be taken.
 Periodic in-class discussions and small group work are necessary for this to occur. Thus, your attendance is required. Every effort should be made to arrive to class on time (applies both to in person and online classes). If students are more than five minutes late in the beginning of the class they would not be allowed to enter the class or if they leave the class earlier they will be marked absent.

· Assignment if submitted late would result in 1 mark deduction with every passing day.

· The only work that would be graded is the one that is submitted on moodle or submitted hard copy to the instructor (whatever the instructor has suggested).  No work shall be sent through other medium such as whatsapp or email.

· Failing to meet 70% attendance in the course will result in F grade. No work that is submitted would be graded if you have not taken classes or attendance is below 70%.


