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PLSE 301: Ancient, Medieval and Modern Political Philosophy		3	
Credits: 3
Instructor: Qalandar Memon 
Office Hours: TBC
Email: Qalandarmemon@fccollege.edu.pk

COURSE DESCRIPTION:	
The course examines classic text of major philosophers in western political philosophy from Ancient Greece to the Modern period.  The course begins with an understanding of pre-socratic philosophy, it them moves to examine the interventions of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.  For the medieval period we examine the text of Hobbes and Machiavelli.  For Early modern period we will look at Locke and Roussuea.  Some of the questions addressed include, who should rule and why?  What is the best mode of governance and why?     Also, debates concerning the nature of political rights and duties.

Major Learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the systematic study of the subject matter of this course students will:

1	know the political theories that have dominated the period understudy
2	understand the central issues involved in establishing social order;
3.	evaluate the arguments that have been used to assess and establish or change the political systems that have dominated political thought and action from mid nineteenth century to the present; and

4	analyze the logical relationship between a political theory and a constitution.


Criterion for Performance Standard

The minimum requirement for successful completion of the course is that students demonstrate mastery, at 60% accuracy, of each of the above stated objectives through classroom measurements developed by the instructor.

[bookmark: _1mj8ufm4qlca]Course Policies:
2 Research essays  to be written during the course  - 50%
Final Exam 							    - 50%


Primary Readings Ancient Greek Philosophy:

· The Republic,  by Plato
· Every Cook Can Govern, CLR James, PM Press, 2010. 
· Fragility of Goodness, Martha Nussbaum, Cambridge University Press, 1986

· Antigone, by Sophocles, Hackett, 2003. 
· Gorgias by Plato, London, Penguin, 1960.
· Ion by Plato, Penguin, 1960.
· Crito by Plato, Penguin, 1960. 
· Politics, by Aristotle, Hackett, 1998.
· The Birth of Tragedy, Nietzsche, Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Secondary Reading for Greek Philosophy:

· History of Political Thought, by Janet Coleman, Blackwell, 2000.


Primary Readings for Medieval Philosophy

· Leviathan, Hobbes, 1651
· The Prince, Machiavelli, Hackett, 2008

Secondary Reading For Medieval Philosophy

· History of Political Thought: From Middle Ages to Renaissance , by Janet Coleman, Blackwell, 2001. 

Primary Readings for Early Modern Philosophy

· The Political Writings of Hegel, by Hegel, Cambridge University Press, 1999. 



Course Schedule

	First Week
	Introduction

	
	


	Second Week
	Pre-Socratic World View - Antigone

	
	


	Third Week
	Plato’s Ion

	Fourth Week
	Plato’s Republic

	Fifth Week
	Plato’s Republic

	Sixth Week
	Plato’s Republic

	Seventh Week
	Plato’s Republic

	Eighth Week
	Aristotle’s Politics

	Ninth Week
	Aristotle’s Politics

	Tenth Week
	Aristotle’s Politics

	Eleventh Week
	Hobbes

	Twelfth Week
	Hobbes

	
	


	Thirteenth Week 
	Machiavelli, The Prince

	Fourteenth Week
	Hegel

	Fifteenth Week
	Hegel



►Final exams according to college date-sheet 

